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WYCOMBE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Public  Health  Department 
Bellfield  House, 

80v  Oxford  Road, 
High  Wycombe, 

August,  1973 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 
Wycombe  Rural  District  Council: 

Madam  Chairman  Ladies  & Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  giving  my  report  for  the  year  1972 . 
Once  again  there  was  a marked  increase  in  the  pop- 
ulation of  the  district  as  estimated  by  the  Registrar  General, 
His  figure  of  73*050  was  no  less  than  1?620  above  that  of  the 
previous  year  although  the  number  of  live  births  (l;l84)  was 
111  fewer  than  in  1971- 

Deaths  numbered  5^6  - over  half  (51*1%)  resulting  from 
heart  and  circulatory  diseases  and  127  (23*2%)  from  cancer. 

Of  that  number.  37  (27  male  and  10  female)  were  cases  of 
lung  cancer,  63  (11.5%)  deaths  were  the  result  of  disease 

of  the  respiratory  system. 
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No  notifiable  disease  was  unduly  prevalent  - the  only 
two  conditions  reaching  double  figures  were  measles  (30)  and 
dysentery  (31)  ~ the  latter  being  of  a mild  type „ Immunis- 

ation campaigns  have  effected  a vast  reduction  in  the  incidence 
of  the  common  infectious  diseases  in  recent  years. 

In  these  few  paragraphs  I have  touched  on  the  salient 
features  of  the  report  and  statistical  details  are  given 
in  the  following  pages* 

In  conclusion  I must  again  express  my  thanks  to  the  Chief 
Public  Health  Inspector  and  his  staff  for  their  great  help 
throughout  the  year  particularly  in  the  investigation  of  cases 
of  infectious  disease  and  in  the  follow-up  of  contacts. 


I am, 

Your  obedient  Servant., 

A*  J.  MUIR 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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STATISTICS 

Area  in  acres 71,232 

Population  (197 l).... 70.299 

Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  population 

mid  1972 73,050 

Number  of  inhabitable  houses  on  31st  Mar. 1973*  23,605 

Rateable  Value  as  at  31st  March, 1973 £3<563-®6l 

Actual  Product  of  Penny  Rate,  31st  March,  1973*  £3**,  735 

General  Pate  in  the  Pound  - 1972/1973 88p 

Rate  Product  (net)  including  Grants- 1972/1973 • £3, 109,316 

EXTRACT  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS 

Live  Births 

Number  1,173 

Rate  per  1,000  population...... l6.1 

Comparability  Factor . 0.9** 

Adjusted  Birth  Rat  e .........  15.1 

Illegitimate  Live  Births  per  cent  of  total 

lave  births......... 3 

Stillbirths : - 

Number . 11 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births  9 

Total  live  and  still  births I,l84 

Infant  Deaths  (Deaths  under  1 year).. 10 

Infant  Mortality  Rates 

Total  infant  deaths  per  1,000  total 

live  births . 9 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  legitimate 

1 ive  births 8 

Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000 

illegitimate  live  births..... 26 

Neo-natal  mortality  rate  (deaths  under  k weeks 

per  1,000  total  live  births) 5 

Early  Nec-natal  Mortality  Rate  (Deaths  under 

A weeks  per  1,000  total  live  births)..,.  k 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (still  births  & deaths 
under  1 week  combined  per  1.000 

total  Uve  and  still  births).. 1*± 

Maternal  Mortality  (including  abortion)  deaths  Nil 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births....  0.0 


DEATHS 
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Number  of  deaths,  Male  289 

Female  25  7 

5zi6 


Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population 


Comparability  Factor*  00*0*0000000. * « 
Adjusted  Local  Death  Rate •oooco*oo»e 
Death  Rate  of  England  8c  Walesoa  «•<>•» 
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INFANT  MORTALITY 

10  infants  died  under  the  age  of  one  year 


Legit imat e 


o 


11 legit imat  e 


* 8 


Male  F emale 

6 3 

l 


Total 


9 

1 


7 3 10 


This  represents  a mortality  rate  of  9 per  1 ? 000  related 
births  compared  with  17 . 0 as  a general  figure  for  England 
and  Wales* 

Neo-matal  mortality  rate  is  5?  the  national  rate  is  12* 


MATERNAL  DEATHS 

From  puerperal  sepsis  *«o.  0,0000,0,000*0 
From  other  maternal  causes  » • 0 o „ » , <,  . » * . «, 
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CANCER  DEATHS 


Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) 
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TUBERCULOSIS  DEATHS 
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NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS)  1972 
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TUBERCULOSIS 

NEW  CASES  DURING  THE  YEAR  1972 
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IMMUNISATION  AND  VACCINATION 


In  1972,  II65  children  were  immunised  against 
diptheria.,  1175  against  tetanus  and  11^3  whooping  cough. 

There  were  ll67  and  ll6^  children  vaccinated  against 
poliomyelitis  and  measles  respectively  - these  being  in  the 
1968  - 1972  age  groups, 

VACCINATION  AGAINST  SMALLPOX 

This  is  no  longer  carried  out  as  a routine  measure. 

• ■ - v ' - 

RUBELLA 

It  is  recognised  that  german  measles  occurring  in 
the  first  few  months  of  pregnancy  may  give  rise  to  ab- 
normalities in  the  foetus.  In  order  to  reduce  this  risk 
vaccination  against  rubella  is  offered  to  female  children 
in  the  11  - 13  age  group.  During  1972,  l66l  girls  were 

vaccinated . 

B.C.G.  VACCINATION 

In  1972,  2279  children  in  the  13yr.  age  group  were 

tuberculin  tested  and  1972  negative  reactors  were  vaccinated. 
Of  the  209  positive  reactors,  1^3  had  been  vaccinated 
previously . 
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HOSPITALS 

Hospitals  available  to  local  residents  are  as  follows : - 


General 


Maternity 


F ever s 
Mental 


High  Wycombe 

Amersham 

Stoke  Mandeville 

Royal  Bucks  Hospital 

Battle  Hospital,  Reading 

Canadian  Red  Cross  Hospital, 

Taplow 

Marlow  Cottage  Hospital 
Shrubbery  Maternity  Home 
Townlands  Hospital,  Henley 
Amersham  General  Hospital 
Canadian  Red  Cross  Hospital 
Slade  Hospital,  Oxford 
St.  John’s  Hospital,  Stone 
AMBULANCE  SERVICES 


These  are  the  responsibility  of  the  Bucks  County 
Council e The  local  station  is  at  West  End  Street,  High 
Wycombe , 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  19^8 

It  was  found  necessary  to  arrange  for  the  burial  o 
cremation  of  four  persons  under  Section  of  the  above 

Under  Section  k7  of  the  same  Act  it  was  found  necessary 
to  secure  the  removal  to  a Local  Authority  Home  of  an  aged 
and  infirm  lady. 
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CESSPOOL  EMPTYING  1972 

I am  indebted  to  your  Engineer  & Surveyor  for  the 
following  figures : - 


E s t i ma  ted 

! DISTRICT 

Gal lonage 

Removed 

1.  Monks  Risborough,  Askett,  Gt . & Lt. Kimble 
Kimblewick,  Marsh,  Terrick,  Butlers  X, 

El lesbo rough , Dunsmore,  Cadsden,  Whiteleaf, 
Green  Hailey,  Owlswick,  Meadle , Princes 
Risborough,  Penn,  Spurlands  End,  Walters 
Ash,  Hughenden  Valley,  Speen,  Lacey  Green, 
Loosley  Row,  Hampden  Row,  Parslows  Hillock 
Bryants  Bottom,  North  Dean,  Bradenham, 

Great  Hampden. 

2.  Bledlow,  Saunderton,  Horsenden,  Bledlow 
Ridge,  Chinnor  Hill,  Longwick,  Ilmer, 

Water  End,  Studley  Green,  Horsleys  Green, 
Stokenchur ch , Radnage , Spriggs  Holly. 

3 » Downley,  Piddington,  Lane  End,  Wheeler 
End,  Bolter  End,  Cadmore  End,  Ibstone, 
Beacons  Bottom,  Eingest,  Frieth,  Turville , 
Turville  Heath,  North  End,  South  End. 

4.  Hambleden,  Fawley,  Skirmett,  Medmenham, 
Bovingdon  Green,  Marlow  Common,  Loud - 
water,  Wooburn  Moor,  Wooburn  Green, 

Wooburn  Common,  Cores  End,  Hawks  Hill, 
Berghers  Hill,  Bourne  End,  Hedsor , Heavens 
Lea,  Harvest  Hill,  Flackwell  Heath,  Winch- 
bottom,  Handy  Cross,  Booker,  Gt . & Lt . 
Marlow,  Naphill,  Gt . Kingshill,  Cryers  Hill, 


Four  Ashes,  Widmer  End,  Tylers  Green. 

2,998,000 

TOTAL.  

11, 121,000 

2,698,000 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 
OF  THE 

CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 

19  7 2 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 
the  Wycombe  Rural  District  Council, 

Mr 9 Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  annual  report  on 
the  Environmental  Health  Services  for  the  year  1972. 

In  my  report  for  1971  I quoted  the  Standing  Royal 
Commission  on  Environmental  Pollution,  which  was  app- 
ointed "to  advise  on  matters,  both  national  and 
international,  concerning  the  pollution  of  the  environment; 
on  the  adequacy  of  research  in  this  field;  and  the  future 
possibilities  of  danger  to  the  environment”. 
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In  their  first  two  reports  they  summarised  the 
the  environment  as  requiring  a comprehensive  polic 
ed  on  hard  facts  and  estimates  of  co st-ef f ect ivene 
well  as  an  assessment  of  what  the  public  want  and 
pared  to  pay  for.  As  a basis  for  assessing  these 
orities  they  summarised  recent  trends  in  the  state 
natural  environment  in  Great  Britain,  and  in  some 
common  pollutants,  and  found  that  the  success  of 
an  air  policy  is  encouraging  but  more  needs  to  be 
apply  this  policy  throughout  the  country  and  to  en 
o the  effects  of  pollutants  from  road  vehicles. 
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There  are  possible  long-term  effects  of  atmospheric 
pollution  on  global  weather  and  climate.  Pollution  of  the 
land  continues;  domestic  refuse  and  industrial  and  toxic 
wastes  are  an  ever  increasing  problem;  there  is  a need 
to  accelerate  the  trend  towards  the  use  of  less  persistent 
pesticides;  valuable  manure  from  intensive  farming  is 
wasted.  Too  many  rivers  are  so  polluted  that  they  cannot 
be  used  to  meet  our  growing  needs  for  water.  The  estuaries, 
inshore  seas  and  sea  floors  are  treated  as  an  open  drain  and 
a dumping  ground,  and  are  causing  international  concern. 
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The  disposal  of  radioactive  waste,  though  satisfactory 
at  present,  will  need  more  attention  for  the  future  * And 
noise  is  rapidly  becoming  one  of  the  most  disturbing  features 
of  modern  society.  They  also  stated  that  the  quality  of 
the  environment  is  also  affected  by  considerations  outside 
their  terms  of  reference;  increase  in  population s tech- 
nological advance*  the  rise  in  the  national  product  and 
the  spread  of  derelict  land. 


In  their  third  report  published  in  September,  1972, 
they  recommend  certain  immediate  measures  under  existing 
legislation  to  prevent  time-lag,  and  long  term  detailed 
proposals  under  new  legislation,  to  begin  the  much  needed 
clean  up  of  our  rivers,  estuaries,  tidal  waters  and  inshore 
seas  aro und  B r 1 1 a i n . 

They  also  recommend  further  agreements  by  interna t ional 
legislation,,  within  the  Intergovernmental  Maritime  Consultative 
Organisation  on  pollution  abatement  in  the  seas. 


A new  Environmental  Protection  Bill  is  proposed  and 
better  powers  are  now  expected  in  the  noise  abatement 
field  and  the  pollution  from  traffic. 

The  recent  White  Paper,  ’’Better  Homes  - The  Next 
Priorities55,  forecasts  new  powers  to  deal  with  the  nation’s 
older1  houses,  and  the  stress  areas  „ 

The  present  concern  for  preserving  the  environment  is 
generating  vigorous  action  in  Britain,  both  by  government 
and  industry,  and  it  is  very  pleasing  to  hear  that  Britain 
is  succeeding  more  than  most  in  taking  effective  and  practical 
steps  to  abate  pollution  in  all  it’s  forms* 


The  following  report  gives  a summary  of  the  work  carried 
out  by  my  Department  during  the  year.  The  numbers  of  visits 
recorded  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectorate  to  food  premises,, 
offices,  shops  and  factories  are  given  and  continue  to  be 
very  satisfactory.  The  section  on  Housing  again  shows  a 
record  number  of  houses  dealt  with  upon  application  for  im- 
provement grant.  Surveys  were  continued  on  smoke  control 
areas  as  well  as  the  housing  survey  to  seek  out  the  unfit 
houses  and  houses  capable  of  improvement  and  repair. 
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The  report  shows  a maximum  effort  by  all  members  of 
my  staff  without  whose  loyal  services  the  results  shown  in 
this  report  would  not  have  been  possible. 

In  conclusion,  Mr.  Chairman,  my  thanks  are  due  to 
you,  and  to  all  members  of  the  Council  for  the  help  and 
support  you  have  given  me . 

I should  also  like  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the 
help  and  encouragement  from  the  Chairman  and  Vice-Chairman 
of  the  Health  Committee,  and  from  Dr.  A.  J.  Muir,  and  to 
thank  the  other  Chief  Officers  of  the  Council  and  members 
of  their  Departments  to  whom,  on  many  occasions  both  I, 
and  members  of  my  staff,  have  turned  for  information  or 
assistance . t 

\ 

I have  the  honour  to  remain, 

Mr.  Chairman, 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  Obedient  Servant , 

B.  R.  NAGLE 


Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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HOUSING  - THE  PRIVATE  SECTOR 

The  formulation  of  a strategy  for  dealing  with  the 
problems  of  slums  and  older  housing  requires  a detailed 
knowledge  of  existing  housing  conditions,  demographic  trends, 
the  capacity  of  the  building  industry  and  the  aspirations 
of  the  public  with  regard  to  their  housing  environment. 

To  ascertain  the  state  of  the  nation’s  housing  stock, 
the  Department  of  the  Environment  employed  a team  of  skilled 
Public  Health  Inspectors  to  carry  out  a House  Condition 
Survey  in  the  spring  of  1967*  In  order  to  determine  the 
sue  cess  of  the  exist ing  housing  policy  in  dealing  with  the 
housing  deficiencies  the  sample  was  re-inspected  in  the  autumn 
of  1971* 

The  1971  survey  revealed  that  the  number  of  unfit  dwell- 
ings in  England  and  Wales  had  fallen  from  1*8  million  to 
1,24^,000  or  7*3  of  the  total  stock  of  17,100,000  dwellings. 

In  the  south  east  the  survey  revealed  92,000  unfit  dwellings 
in  potential  clearance  areas  and  139,000  unfit  dwellings  not 
in  potential  clearance  areas.  This  represented  h*0%  of  the 
total  stock  of  dwellings  in  the  south  east.  On  the  question 
of  the  lack  of  the  basic  amenities  - i.e*  W.Co  inside  the 
dwelling,  fixed  bath  in  a bathroom,  wash  basin,  sink  and  hot 
and  cold  water  supply,  the  housing  stock  in  the  south  east, 
whilst  being  better  equipped  in  respect  of  the  above  amenit- 
ies in  comparison  with  the  north  and  midlands,  still  had  more 
than  1 in  every  10  properties  which  lacked  one  or  more  of 
these  amenities.  In  fact,  800,000  dwellings  or  13*7%  of  the 
stock  in  the  south  east,  lacked  one  or  more  of  the  basic 
amenitie s . 


Local  Housing  Need  - Random  Sample  Survey 

The  national  survey  involved  the  detailed  inspection 
of  6,000  dwellings  and  whilst  such  a sample  enabled  an  overall 
picture  to  be  drawn,  it  was  clearly  impossible  to  identify 
local  housing  problems.  Conscious  of  the  need  for  local 
knowledge  and  as  reported  in  my  1971  report. ? we  had  been 
involved  in  a house  to  house  survey  of  the  Station  Road, 
Boundary  Road  and  Wycombe  Lane  areas  of  Loudwater  and  Wooburn 
Green  in  order  to  ascertain  the  local  housing  problems. 

The  Government  were  also  aware  of  the  need  for  local 
housing  statistics  and  a request  was  made  to  local  authorities 
in  May  1972  - Circular  50/7 2,  to  provide  the  Department  of 
the  Environment  with  details  of  the  dwellings  which  were 
either  unfit  or  although  not  unfit  were  not  up  to  the  12  point 
standard.  In  order  to  up-date  our  information  on  the  housing 
problems  for  the  whole  of  the  Wycombe  Rural  District,  our  local 
survey  experience  was  utilised  in  the  carrying  out  of  a sample 
survey. 
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This  survey  consisted  of  the  detailed  inspection  of 
one  thousand  houses  selected  at  random  from  the  rating  list 
for  1939*  when  some  9,150  domestic  houses  existed  in  the 
district . 

Any  housing  survey  must  be  regarded  as  an  indication 
of  conditions  prevailing  at  the  time  of  the  survey  for  the 
decay  and  improvement  of  dwellings  is  a continuous  process 
and  we  must  rely  on  adequate  maintenance  to  prevent  houses 
descending  into  the  unfit  category.  Accepting  this  reservation 
the  survey  revealed  at  least  225  unfit  houses  which  were  not 
repairable  at  reasonable  expense.  This  represents  approx- 
imately 1%  of  the  total  housing  stock  in  the  Wycombe  Rural 
District  and  compares  favourably  with  the  national  figure  for 
the  south  east  of  4.0%. 

Our  survey  also  indicated  that  at  least  a further  360 
houses  are  unfit , but  are  repairable  at  a reasonable  expense, 
and  these  can  be  dealt  with  by  the  service  of  Notices  to 
Repair  under  the  Housing  Acts  with  Improvement  Grants  offered 
where  appropriate. 

Turning  to  the  question  of  amenities  the  survey  revealed 
that  6 • k%  of  the  housing  stock  of  the  Wycombe  Rural  District 
lacked  a bathroom,  2.76%  were  without  an  internal  W.C„  and 
5.84#  without  a hot  water  supply.  It  was  further  revealed 
that  13,12%  of  the  stock  were  not  up  to  the  12  point  standard 
of  fitness,  a standard  adopted  in  19^9  and  still  utilised 
for  the  discretionary  improvement  grant* 


The  Housing  Stock 

In  1972,  the  trend  towards  fewer  new  houses  completed 
and  an  increase  in  the  number  of  old  houses  improved  con- 
tinued. There  has  been  a steady  decrease  in  the  number  of 
new  dwellings  completed  since  1968  particularly  in  the 
public  sector.  In  the  peak  year  of  1968  413,700  dwellings 
were  completed  in  Great  Britain  but  by  1972  this  figure  had 
fallen  to  319*100.  With  8Q,24l  houses  demolished  in  1972 
the  net  increase  in  the  nation’s  housing  stock  for  the  year 
was  238,859  which  represents  a decrease  on  the  previous  year 
of  over  40*000  dwellings. 

The  upward  trend  in  the  improvement  of  our  older  houses 
continued^  and  1972  saw  a massive  increase  in  the  number  of 
improvement  grants  approved  from  197§48l  in  the  previous 
year  to  319?l69«  The  improvement  of  dwellings  is  a more 
labour  intensive  activity  than  constructing  new  property  and 
thus  great  strains  have  been  placed  on  the  construction 
industry.  In  1969,  the  estimated  total  output  of  the  industry 
was  £4,700  million,  yet  despite  this  1,162  building  firms 
went  into  liquidation  in  1971* 
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In  order  to  revive  the  industry  the  Government  intro- 
duced the  Housing  Act,  1971  which  increased  the  financial 
incentives  to  improve  property  in  intermediate  or  develop- 
ment areas  as  specified  by  Section  1 of  the  Local  Employment 
Act  of  1970  a 


The  added  incentives  given  by  the  Housing  Act,  1971 
in  part  explains  the  massive  increase  in  improvement  activity* 
Despite  a survey  conducted  by  the  National  Federation  of 
Building  Trades  Employers  in  1970  which  concluded  that  the 
building  industry  was  willing  and  able  to  undertake  500,000 
improvements  a year,  our  present  level  of  activity  in  this 
field  has  already  saturated  the  market 0 With  the  building 
labour  force  falling  by  20%  from  1,090,000  to  835,000 
between  1966  and  1972,  and  an  even  bigger  drop  in  the  number 
of  apprentices,  owners  have  been  faced  with  paying  between 
£60  and  £100  a week  to  obtain  craftsmen  many  of  whom  refuse 
to  work  on  rehabilitation  projects  because  the  work  is  more 
dirty  and  often  more  difficult*, 


The  shortage  of  new  dwellings,  the  difficulty  in  ob- 
taining craftsmen  to  improve  the  older  houses,  the  increase 
in  new  household  formation  and  headship  rate,  and  the 
diff  icult  wor  Id  economic  situation  which  has  resulted  in 
high  interest  rates  has  produced  a situation  in  the  south 
east  in  which  the  average  prices  for  dwellings  are  now 
twice  the  national  average*  Average  figures  for  the 
Wycombe  area  suggest  that  terraced  houses  have  reached 
£10,890,  end  terraced  houses  £11,6759  and  semi-detached 
houses  £12, 200c  This  inflationary  market  must  result  in 
young  couples  sharing  the  existing  family  home,  seeking 
flats  or  dwellings  to  rent  or  adding  to  the  demand  for 
publicly  owned  property.  From  the  viewpoint  of  a better 
housing  stock,  it  is  clear  that  measures  must  be  taken 
to  enable  those  who  wish  to  become  owner  occupiers,  to 
achieve  their  desire  and  thus  reach  the  predicted  position 
in  1980  of  over  60%  of  the  householders  in  England  and 
Wales  being  owner  occupiers.  Such  schemes  as  preferential 
interest  rates  in  the  early  years  of  a mortgage  term,  are 
being  suggested  by  some  authorities. 


Housing  Acts  1969  - 1972 

The  Housing  Act,  1969  established  the  concept  of 
grant  aided  improvements  as  a major  part  of  the  nation’s 
attack  on  sub-standard  houses*  The  improvement  grant 
has  seen  many  changes  since  it  was  introduced  as  a tem- 
porary measure  to  deal  with  the  problems  of  houses  in 
rural  areas  under  the  Housing  (Rural  Workers)  Act  of  1926. 
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Few  acts  could  have  achieved  such  a marked  increase  in 
activity  as  the  19&9  Housing  Act  produced  and  such  was  the 
impetus  given  to  the  improvement  of  older  property  that  at 
the  rime  of  writing  it  is  clear  that,  now  that  rehabilitation 
and  improvement  has  really  got  off  the  ground 9 restrictions 
may  He  imposed  to  re-direct  the  financial  help  to  all  houses 
lacking  the  basic  amenities;  to  housing  stress  areas  and 
tenanted  houses  and  all  owner  occupied  houses  under  £200 
gross  rateable  value.  Re-sale  restrictions  may  also  be 
imposed^ 


The  concept  of  improvement  as  against  wholesale  clearance 
has  found  acceptance  and  the  avoidance  of  the  breaking  up  of 
established  and  well  balanced  communities  is  clearly  desirable e 
Local  authorities  must  remain  vigilant  that  improvement  schemes 
are  both  socially  and  economically  desirable* 

The  1972  Housing  Finance  Act  with  it J s general  rent 
decontrol  provisions  under  Section  35*  would  under  normal 
circumstances  have  increased  the  number  of  unfit  dwellings 
which  could  be  repaired  at  a reasonable  expense.  The 
escalation  in  labour  costs  has,,  however,  negatived  any 
advantages  the  Act  gave  in  this  respect.  By  the  1st  July, 

1975  all  houses  will  be  decontrolled  however,  and  with  an 
averaged  registered  rent  in  1972  of  only  £159  per  year 
the  return  to  a landlord  is  insufficient  to  require  whole- 
sale repair  or  provide  a sufficient  incentive  to  carry  out 
improvement s • 


As  I stated  in  my  1971  report 9 owners  of  privately 
rented  houses  are  not  taking  up  improvement  grants  in 
sufficient  numbers.  In  1972 ? only  20%  of  the  improvement 
grants  approved  were  to  the  private  landlord  sector  and 
it  is  in  this  area  of  the  housing  market  that  the  worst 
housing  conditions  exist*  It  is  inevitable  that  either 
more  resources  will  need  to  be  spent  on  this  sector  or  the 
present  expenditure  re-allocated  so  that  the  hard  core  of 
our  housing  problem  receives  attention. 

Many  tenants  are  reluctant  to  ask  for  major  repairs 
or  improvement  for  fear  of  upsetting  the  delicate  relation- 
ship which  often  exists  between  landlord  and  tenant*  The 
Housing  Act-  196 A enables  a local  authority  to  require  an 
owner  to  improve  his  property  if  requested  to  do  so  by  the 
t e nan t ye t f e w t e nan t s mak e th at  re que s t , The  d e gr e e of 
reluctance  to  agree  to  the  provision  of  the  basic  amenities 
was  shown  by  our  sample  survey  which  revealed  that  only 
26%  of  tenants  wished  to  have  their  house  improved. 
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There  is  clearly  a great  need  to  provide  more  in- 
formation to  tenants  regarding  security  of  tenure, 
improvement  grants  and  rent  rebates*  It  has  always  been 
my  view  that  the  best  form  of  publicity  is  by  personal 
contact  in  the  form  of  door  to  door  inspections  and  our 
Loudwat er -Wooburn  Green  survey  has  underlined  my  feelings 
in  this  respect* 


The  Improvement  of  Property 

Number  of  Improvement  Grants  Approved  and  Paid 

In  England  and  Wales  the  number  of  improvement 
grants  approved  for  private  owners  and  housing  associations 
has  been  steadily  rising  since  the  Housing  Act,  1969- 
In  1969  the  number  of  grants  approved  was  79*569  but  by 
1972  this  had  risen  to  215* 171° 

The  difficulties  in  the  building  industry  have  resulted 
in  a considerable  backlog  in  the  completion  of  work  approved 
for  grant  aid,for  grants  paid  in  1969  totalled  73*762 
compared  with  137*092  in  1972*  The  gap  between  the  grants 
approved  and  paid  thus  continues  to  increase  from  less 
than  6,000  in  1969  to  more  than  78,000  in  1972* 

This  situation  has  resulted  from  the  shortage  of 
skilled  craftsmen  prepared  to  estimate,  let  alone  carry 
out  works  of  improvement  in  the  south  east*  The  larger 
builders  prefer  new  construction  and  often  use  sub-con- 
tractors  and  tradesmen  who  work  for  themselves*  With  contract 
maintenance  work  being  the  next  most  attractive  form  of 
work  it  is  the  remaining  few  builders  who  are  available 
for  improvement  grant  work* 
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The  number  of  grants  both  paid  and  approved  by  this 
Council  for  the  period  1970  to  1972  are  as  follows : ~ 


— 

Year 

Improvement 
Grant  s 
Approved 

Standard 
Grant  s 
Approved 

Total 

Approved 

1970 

54 

50 

104 

1971 

101 

20 

121 

1972 

199 

■2.3 
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Improvement 

Grants 

Paid 

Standard 
Grant  s 
Paid 

Total 

Paid 

1970 

27 

35 

62 

1971 

79 

38 

117 

1972 

113 

19 

132 

The  numbers  of  improvement  grant  schedules  sent 
out  for  the  period  1970  - 1972  are  as  follows;- 


r 

Year 

Improvement 
Grant  s 

Standard 
Grant  s 

r 

Total 

1970 

154 

68 

222 

1971 

259 

37 

296 

1972 

292 

15 

307 

Despite  the  fact  that  from  the  outset  this  Council 
has  adopted  the  policy  of  maximum  help  and  encouragement 
to  improvement  grant  applicants  it  can  again  be  seen  that 
from  the  figures  for  1972  the  progression  from  first 
enquiry  to  final  approval  is  fraught  with  difficulties.  Of 
the  307  Improvement  Grant  Schedules  sent  out  only  22 1 
formal  applications  were  returned  and  approved*. 


Housing  Improvement 


After  Improvement  - Rear  View  showing  construction  of  modern  kitchens 
and  bathroom  and  re-roofing.  Damp-proofing  of  walls  and  floors,  and  renewal 
of  internal  fabric  and  staircases. 
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The  essential  features  of  the  Council’s  improvement  grant 
scheme  are  that  upon  enquiry  each  applicant  is  visited  and, 
after  a thorough  inspection  of  the  property,  is  supplied  by 
the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  with  a detailed  ’’Outline 
Schedule  of  Works'’  indicating  the  improvements  and  repairs 
for  which  the  Council  will  pay  grant  at  that  particular 
house s together  with  full  details  of  how  to  submit  the  scheme 
for  approval. 


This  first  advisory  visit,  and  the  subsequent  ’’Schedule 
of  Works5  is  essential  in  removing  misconceptions  and  en- 
couraging a comprehensive  scheme  of  improvements.  This  is 
time  consuming  but  is  a vital  stage  in  that  it  ensures  that 
the  official  application  is  submitted  to  the  Council  in  the 
correct  form  and  is  capable  of  efficient  processing  to  the 
approval  stage.  It  also  ensures  that  the  improvement  and 
repair  proposals  are  adequate  and  produces  the  highest  possible 
standards  having  regard  to  the  structure  of  the  house  and 
the  applicant’s  ability  to  pay  in  each  case. 


This  policy  on  the  lines  envisaged  in  Circular  46/71 
issued  by  the  Department  of  the  Environment  is  already 
enhancing  areas  of  the  Council's  District  for  many  of  the 
houses  dealt  with  were  unfit,  or  approaching  unfitness  prior 
to  being  improved  with  the  aid  of  grant. 


1972  saw  only  a marginal  increase  in  the  average 
improvement  grant  in  the  Wycombe  Rural  District,  For  the 
average  grant  approved  was  £654  compared  with  the  average 
grant  paid  of  £632°  These  should  be  considered  against  the 
national  average  improvement  grant  approved  of  £762, 
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Number  of 

Grants  Paid 

Year 

Improvement 

Standard 

Grants 

Grant  s 

Housing  Act 

1954 

11 

mm 

19^9 

1955 

55 

— 

1956 

54 

’em 

1957 

58 

— 

1958 

39 

— 

Housing  Act 

1959 

96 

3 

1959 

i960 

59 

32 

1961 

pan  p 

25 

1962 

34 

31 

1963 

52 

43 

Housing  Act 

1964 

34 

59 

1964 

1965 

17 

38 

1966 

2k 

35 

1967 

6 

39 

1968 

1 1 

49 

Housing  Act 

1969 

16 

39 

1969 

1970 

27 

35 

1971 

79 

38 

1972 

1 3 1 

7 

The  above  table 

indicates  the  effect 

locally  of 

Housing  Act,  1969  and 

in  particular  shows 

the  movement 

from  minimum  improvement  with 

the  aid  of  a 

standard  gr 

one  of  major  improvement  and 

repair  as  required  by  an 

improvement  grant 


Since  the  coming  into  operation  of  the  provisions  of 
the  Housing  Act  5 1969  the  numbers  of  properties  which  have 

been  the  subject  of  an  official  “Outline  Schedule  of  Im- 
provements and  Repairs1*  qualifying  for  grant  aid  are  as 
follows  up  to  the  period  ending  the  3 1st  July,  1973* 


Improvement  Grants  923 

Standard  Grants  157 

Total  i09Q 

In  total,  1^90  properties  have  been  visited  and  insp- 
ected as  the  result  of  an  enquiry  concerning  an  improvement 
grant  0 
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Clearance  or  Rehabilitation  and  Improvement  of  Unfit  Houses 


Circular  92/69  from  the  Ministry  of  Housing  8c 
Local  Government  requested  local  authorities  to  increase 
their  attack  on  the  unfit  housing  that  remained  and  as 
a result  ^ both  the  Health  and  Housing  Committees  set  up 
a joint  Health  Housing  Advisory  Co-ordination  Sub-Committee 
to  co-ordinate  the  work  of  re-housing  people  from  unfit 
hous  es. 


In  a speech  from  the  Minister  for  Housing  and 
Construction,  reproduced  in  Circular  50/72,  local  authorities 
were  encouraged  to  launch  a new  drive  to  beat  the  problems 
of  slums  and  it  was  clearly  stated  that  no  obstacle  would 
be  placed  in  the  way  of  local  authorities  attempting  to 
deal  with  this  ubiquitous  problem. 

I have  indicated  that  housing  is  not  a static  commodity 
but  is  constantly  altering,  thus  although  it  was  shown  by 
our  random  survey  that  there  are  at  least  225  houses  which 
are  individually  unfit  and  incapable  of  repair  at  a reason- 
able expense,  this  is  by  no  means  the  final  picture.  It 
would  appear,  however,  that  if  we  can  maintain  our  present 
rate  of  dealing  with  unfit  property  of  between  AO-50  per 
year  we  will  have  dealt  with  our  "slums”  well  within  the 
ten  year  target  set  by  the  Government.  It  follows  that  if 
the  agreed  programme  is  to  be  maintained,  a sufficient 
number  of  units  of  Council  accommodation  must  be  made  avail- 
able each  year,  to  re-house  the  householders  displaced. 

Most  of  these  unfit  houses,  being  in  a satisfactory 
environment,  are  subsequently  completely  re-habilitated 
and  improved,  to  a new  standard,  often  with  the  aid  of  an 
improvement  grant  thus  being  saved  for  future  use. 

During  1971-1972,  Wycombe  Rural  District  Council 
was  again  second  to  none  in  the  numbers  of  improvement 
grants  paid  and  approved  in  the  County,  and  the  success  of 
the  Council's  rehabilitation  policy  culminated  in  a tour 
of  housing  improvements  around  the  District,  which  I 

arranged  for  members  during  1972. 

The  tour  demonstrated  how  the  Council’s  positive  policy, 
and  the  standards  of  improvement  and  repair  aimed  for  was 
producing  completely  rehabilitated  dwellings,  which  were 
also  a credit  to  their  surroundings  with  a life  extended 
well  beyond  the  year  2000. 
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1972 

riOC-i5o.  - SUMMARY  OF  ACTION  TAKEN 

Pa c c e s a i ig s and er  Sections  lb , 17  & 35  of  the 

~~  He  as Ing  Act,  19  57  s - 

Number  of  unfit  houses  dealt  with  under 
Section  lb  of  the  Housing  Act.,  1957*° 


©GOOOOO  O© 


50 


Number  of  houses  the  subject  of 

c 1 o s i n g orders 


a*«c-0'S'OG-»oo®  ® * © ® © <*©  ©©©©«?«  o o o o#  o ■*  o 


23 


Q 1 


Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which 
demolition  orders  were  made*  . . . <,  e „ * «, 


o oooooact** 


9 


f U ' 


t s 


Number  of  houses  the  subject  of  under- 
takings not  to  use  for  human  habitation 

wh  e n va  c a t e d * 


NIL 


A rm b e r c f un fit  houses  t he  subject  o f 
und ex  t ak ing s to  repair. » « 


»©*«■©  0055  «0©O©<J0O0©  <9  It  9 + 


NIL 


',6;  Numtei  of  houses  repaired  as  a result 


f undertakings  given  by  owners 


2 

€ 4>«r?oooooe©oo»e 


7)  Number  of  houses  demolished  in  pursuance 
of  demolition  orders 


0«CC03©  « ©a-©©©© 


. . 12 


8)  Number  of  unfit  houses  made  fit  as  a result  of: 

( i)  Revocation  of  demolition  orders „ e • « . « * *NIL 


(li)  Determination  of  closing  orders, « 
lb)  Proceedings  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936 


o o o © o 


2^ 


li)  Houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  after 

the  service  of  inf ormai/f ormal  notices, 19 


( 9.  ) 


Houses  the  subject  of  informal/formal 
action  to  secure  connection  of  soil 
drainage  systems  to  sewers 


3?%’  o*  oooo©o  »oeoo©o®  o © 


10 


{ 3 ) 


Houses  the  subject  of  informal/formal 
action  co  secure  conversion  of  PoCds  into 
W C 1 c 

V V © V Q o «'*C>©Q0  03C*OCW©©9©OOClO©0®  ©©©OOf*©®  O O © * O •*' 
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Si ?.mma r y of  Hou.se  Repairs  and  Sanitary 
I m prove  merit  s effected.  1972 


\ 

V 3.  , 


uit  erf or  of  Ho  a se s 

Rising  dampness  eliminated.  . . c . * .....  . ^ 52 

Penetrating  dampness  eliminated , _.6l 

Condensation  eliminated.  . . . c 62 

C ? iiings  replastered  on, 4G 

Walls  replastered.  9 .........  56 

Sinks  provided ......  . 7 

Defective  windows  repaired. , ( . 68 

Floors  repaired  or  renewed 95 

Door?  2 ©paired  and  made  weatherproof. . . 60 

* - a. r c Oi  ^ e s ^ e pj  a 3 *_  e q <■>  • * © * . 3 . 2 S 


Pre-vision  cf  handrail  to  stairs 13 

Defective  skirting  beards  repaired  or  renewed.  . .......  34 

Fireplace  or  Range  renewed  or  repaired. t .........  0 © ... 49 


Prevision  cf  cooking  facilities 


O O O © © 


. . 55 


p 


rovi si on  of  ventilated  food  store oooon©0oo©.©.68 


Increased  window  area  provided 


A ■ v-  > * ~ 4 -P  -S 

t-5.  r i.  * L 


lighting  provided. , . 


©•©*»%» 


1 1 

o o o o o © • o » o © -L 

1 4 

oc©***oo  l l 


* o o e o 


( b ; Ex t e.r  i or  of  Hou s e s 


H o a s <3  o o f s re  pa  :irei 

nre  1 1 s r e p o in  ted  and  / or  repaired 

Eaves  gutters  renewed  or  repaired.. . 


>*•««•  t>  ««••«»'>?  * •*  * e © o o 


......  76 

63 

c • t • i %»  • # t r » # • » f O 3 


Rs  i.r;.'W'5L  6 sr  p i p 0 s r c.nGWsd  or  rsps  ired  * * * • » ^ ^ 

Chirmey  stacks  r ©pointed  and/or  repaired. , ......35 

Dacip-- -roof  coax  se  provided.  31 

Extern a. L woodworK  repaired. ± » ••»«•••  ...•«.••  o»*o.  © • ..*30 
Externa.  1 woodwork  repaintedo  ..........e.......  *4-9 
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( g ) Drainage  and  Sanitation 

Front  and/or  rear  paving  to  house  provided .12 

Defective,  leaking  or  overflowing  cesspools 
repaired  or  renewed®  , . .*10 

Drains/sewers  cleansed  from  obstruction 7 

Drains  and  sewers  renewed  or  repaired*...... .23 


Houses  provided  with  a satisfactory  drainage 

s y st e m .oo..oo»e.  ......  ••••••  •••  •...«  8 

Water  closet  and/or  W.C.  structures  repaired  or 
r e n e w e d o.............  ..38 


( d ) Miscellaneous 

Accumulations  of  refuse  etc.  removed.. ......11 

Nuisance  from  insects  and  pests  abated  , * 

including  wasps  .00. ...........  ...  ........  283 

Fuel  store  provided.  12 

Odour  nuisances  investigated... .22 
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SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD  AND  FOOD  PREMISES 


FOOD  HYGIENE  (GENERAL)  REGULATIONS,  1970 

Preparation  of  Food 


Food  handlers  who  prepare  and  handle  food  whether  comm- 
ercially or  in  the  home  are  an  important  source  of  contamination. 
The  hands  can  easily  transfer  germs  from  the  body  to  food 
and  the  results  can  occasionally  be  disastrous,  if  the  germs 
are  allowed  to  have  the  right  conditions  and  the  time  to 
multiply. 

The  importance  of  personal  hygiene,  and  especially  the 
washing  of  hands  after  using  a sanitary  convenience  or 
blowing  one’s  nose,  must  be  brought  home  to  all  food  handlers. 

Next  to  personal  hygiene  in  importance  is  the  hygienic 
handling  of  the  food  itself.  Most  food  poisoning  organisms 
are  killed  by  thorough  cooking.  In  the  refrigerator  they 
may  survive  but  cannot  grow  to  harmful  proportions.  In 
between  the  temperature  of  the  oven  and  that  of  the  refrig- 
erator is  the  gentle  warmth  of  the  kitchen  and  this  is  the 
danger  zone  in  which  germs  thrive  and  multiply.  The  danger 
is  even  greater  if  the  food  having  been  cooked  is  stored  over- 
night and  then  only  warmed  before  use  next  day,  instead  of 
being  thoroughly  re-heated. 

Our  other  important  task  in  the  prevention  of  food 
poisoning  includes  the  supervision  and  control  of  the  repair 
of  all  food  premises  throughout  the  District,  and  the  main- 
tenance of  walls,  floors,  ceilings,  windows,  work  surfaces 
and  equipment , such  as  food  machinery,  washbasins,  sinks, 
hot  and  cold  water  supplies  in  good  condition.  Good  premises 
and  equipment  can  be  required,  and  are  insisted  upon,  but 
food  prepared  in  the  most  elaborate  of  kitchensm  may  be  un- 
safe if  staffed  by  uneducated  or  dirty  food  handlers. 

However,  food  hygiene  cannot  be  brought  about  by 
punitive  action  alone.  The  human  element  is  a vital  factor, 
and  the  Public  Health  Inspector’s  major  role  in  this  field 
must  be  in  educating  food  handlers,  at  their  place  of  work. 

Education  must  play  an  ever  increasing  part  in  the 
promotion  of  healthy  environmental  conditions  generally, 
including  public  lectures,  newspaper  and  magazine  articles, 
food  guides  etc. 
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To  achieve  food  hygiene  success  by  public  education, 

(using  television  and  radio  programmes),  is  a long  term 
policy e The  less  spectacular  method  of  imparting  knowledge 
is  in  the  course  of  routine  inspection  of  food  premises, 
when  bad  practices  and  faulty  techniques  can  be  observed 
and  corrected  on  the  spot* 

In  this  sphere  of  work  the  Public  Health  Inspectors 
have  been  actively  engaged  advising  traders  on  the  applic- 
ation of  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  in  order  to  ensure, 
where  necessary,  improved  conditions  and  practices  where 
food  is  being  prepared,  stored  or  sold  for  human  consumption* 

The  new  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  give  added  legal  power 
in  the  field  of  food  hygiene,  but  the  public  can  still  play 
an  important  part*  The  discriminating  customer  will  buy  in 
shops  which  are  clean  and  bright,  and  where  goods  are  attract- 
ively displayed  and  properly  protected,  and  where  the  assistants 
have  clean  overalls*  The  same  can  be  said  for  restaurants, 
but  even  mor^  so*  The  more  discerning  the  shopping  housewife, 
the  more  efficient  and  hygienic  the  shopkeeper’s  method  must  be* 


Recent  Trends  in  Food  Coding 


The  recommendations  of  a Government  Food  Standards 
Committee  were  recently  accepted  indicating  that  the  Govern- 
ment are  in  favour  of  making  regulations  to  enforce  the  open 
date  coding  of  food  and  short  shelf  life  products  in  particular, 
although  nothing  has  yet  appeared  on  the  statute  book* 

Food  manufacturers  have  also  made  voluntary  changes  in 
their  coding  methods  recently,  many  with  a view  to  producing 
products  marked  with  an  open  date  which  would  clearly  indicate 
the  last  permitted  date  of  sale.  However  most  manufacturers 
will  only  comply  with  open  date  marking  when  pressures  of 
competition  or  legislation  make  it  necessary,  and  only  a small 
proportion  of  the  food  trade  are  already  operating  this  system* 

During  routine  inspection  of  food  premises,  the  District 
Public  Health  Inspectors  pay  close  attention  to  the  coding  on 
products  as  this  gives  a good  insight  into  the  conscientiousness 
of  the  staff,  particularly  in  relation  to  stock  rotation.  The 
main  problem  in  the  checking  of  these  codes  is  the  diversity 
and  complexity  of  codes  used.  However,  the  Sausage  and  Meat  Pie 
Manufacturers  Association  has  introduced  a common  coding  system 
with  the  intention  that  all  member  manufacturers  should  use  the 
same  system  of  coding*  Although  most  manufacturers  are  using 
the  same  code,  the  method  of  displaying  the  code  varies  greatly 
and  some  systems  of  display  prevent  the  reading  of  the  full  code 
until  the  Pood  is  totally  unwrapped. 
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Sample  Survey  of  Sausages  and  Pies  Sold  Locally 

A sample  survey  of  sausages  and  pies  sold  within  the  dis- 
trict was  carried  out  by  one  of  my  Public  Health  Inspectors^ 
using  the  new  coding  as  a guide  to  freshnesso 

From  the  outset  it  was  obvious  that  virtually  none  of 
the  retailers  visited  had  any  knowledge  of  what  the  coding  meant, 
and  an  explanatory  leaflet  was  therefore  quickly  produced  by 
my  Department  to  assist  retailers  in  the  interpretation  of  the 
codes  o 

During  the  initial  stages  of  the  survey  it  was  found 
that  a high  proportion  of  shops  were  selling  pies  and  sausages 
in  a stale  condition.  On  several  occasions  pies  were  on 
sale}  13  or  lk  days  after  the  recommended  shelf  life,  which 
should  not  exceed  2 days. 

As  the  survey  has  progressed  and  retailers  and  delivery- 
men  have  become  aware  of  the  vigilance  of  the  Department,  the 
occurrence  of  stale  products  has  dropped  remarkably. 

It  is  also  of  note  that  the  incidence  of  stale  pies  and 
sausages  was  far  higher  where  the  manufacturers  coding  was 
difficult  to  read. 

Survey  of  Flour  Confectionery  Products 

Mention  of  this  survey  was  made  at  the  Health  Committee 
some  months  ago,  which  indicated  that  the  sale  of  stale  cakes 
was  commonplace. 

Since  this  time  most  manufacturers  have  discontinued  coding 
their  products  and  now  simply  print  the  last  day  of  sale  on 
the  pack  e.g.  SELL  BY  29  MAY  73*  From  the  time  this  method  was 
introduced  no  complaints  regarding  stale  or  mouldy  cakes  have 
been  received  and  very  few  cases  of  stale  cakes  have  been  found 
by  my  inspectors  during  their  routine  food  hygiene  visits. 

Concentrated  surveys  in  our  Rural  District  area  have  re- 
sulted in  Food  Retailers  increasing  awareness  of  food  coding, 
with  the  result  that  much  fresher  cakes,  pies  and  sausages  are 
being  soldo 

In  addition  the  results  fully  support  this  Committee's 
long  held  views,  and  those  of  the  Association  of  Public  Health 
Inspectors , that  the  "open  dating"  of  all  food  products  will 
inevitably  result  in  an  improved  standard  of  foodstuffs  being 
sold  to  the  consumer. 
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Another  aspect  of  food  hygiene  which  my  staff  have  been 
giving  priority  to,  is  the  up-grading  of  facilities  and  equip- 
ment provided  in  licensed  premises,  where  there  has  been  a 
considerable  increase  of  late,  in  the  provision  of  counter 
meals  and  full  restaurant  service*  Meetings  have  been  arranged 
with  Brewery  Estate  Managers,  and  generally  a policy  of  im- 
provement of  premises  and  facilities  and  equipment  is  now 
being  implemented. 


Registration  of  Food  Premises 
Section  l6,  Food  8c 

In  the  Wycombe  Rural  District,  3^  premises  are  registered 
for  the  preparation  or  manufacture  of  sausages,  potted,  pressed, 
pickled  or  preserved  food  intended  for  sale. 

A further  90  premises  are  also  registered  under 
16,  one  for  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  ice-cream  and 
premises  for  the  storage  and  sale  of  ice-cream. 

Ice-cream 

The  Ice-cream  (Heat  Treatment)  Regulations,  1939*  permit 
the  use  of  a complete  cold  mix  powder  or  liquid  providing 
that 9 after  reconstitution,  the  liquid  mix  must  then  be  frozen 
into  ice-cream  within  one  hour.  As  far  as  the  soft  serve 
freezers  are  concerned  this  has  created  problems  in  that  although 
the  freezers  have  hoppers  which  keep  the  mix  at  a temperature 
below  ^5  F the  mix  may  be  retained  in  this  manner  for  indeterm- 
inate lengths  of  time  and  thus  break  the  law  in  not  being  frozen 
into  ice-cream  in  one  hour. 

Providing  the  vehicle  is  properly  constructed,  maintained 
and  vehicle  and  equipment  thoroughly  cleaned  daily  in  accord- 
ance with  a strict  code,  by  the  operator,  there  would  appear 
to  be  no  great  risk  to  public  health  in  this  respect. 

More  adequate  safeguards  could  be  obtained  however  if 
powers  to  licence  such  vehicles  under  the  present  provisions 
of  Section  21  of  the  Food  8c  Drugs  Act,  1933?  were  introduced. 
Regulations  under  this  section  have  never  been  made  and  with 
the  increase  in  the  sales  of  soft  ice-cream  particularly  from 
mobile  vehicles,  there  is  a need  that  they  are  first  examined 
before  operation. 


Section 

89 


Drugs  Act,  1933 


Food  Hygiene 


The  better  the  premises  and  equipment,  the  easier  it  is  to  achieve  a high  standard 
of  food  hygiene,  with  educated  food  handlers. 
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Fourteen  vehicles  used  for  the  sale  of  "soft  ice- 
cream 2 operate  from  premises  in  the  district.  Regular 
visits  are  made  and  samples  taken  by  the  Public  Health  In- 
spectors from  the  vehicles  before  they  leave  the  depot. 

The  samples  were  generally  placed  in  Grades  1 and  2 which 
are  considered  satisfactory. 

Bacteriological  Examination  of 
Ice-cream  by  Methylene  Blue 

'Reduction  Test 


Samples  of 
Ice-cream 

F rom 

Mobile  Vans 

From 

Pr emi s e s 

Test  Grade 

I 

II  III  IV 

I 

II 

III  IV 

Soft  ice- 

cream 

k 

1 1 

— 

— 

— — 

Other  ice- 

cream 

— 

— — — 

2 

1 

Total  number 

of  all 

sample  s • • . . . 

Where  samples  were  placed  in  Grade  3 and  4,  immediate 
checks  were  made  on  the  "method" , machines  or  plant  con- 
cerned and  further  samples  taken. 

Bacteriological  Examination  of 
Foods  , Food  Premises  and  Equipment 

36  swabs  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examination  in 
the  Department's  own  laboratory  using  the  agar  sausage 
t e chnique  0 

The  swabs  were  taken  mainly  from  catering  establishments, 
and  the  results  were  used  to  show  food  workers  where  extra 
attention  was  required  in  cleaning  and  sterilizing  operations# 
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23  samples  of  spring  water  flowing  through  water  cress 
beds  were  taken.  The  water  cress  being  treated  by  dipping  in 
a tank  of  chlorinated  water  before  final  packing  and  delivery 
to  shops* 

Food  Complaints 

^5  complaints 
and  food  containing 
the  previous  year. 

By  far  the  majority  of  cases  concerned  foreign  matter  (35) s 
and  the  remainder  were  in  respect  of  mouldy  food,  I can  only 
surmise  that  this  increase  is  due  to  the  growing  awareness  of 
the  general  public  in  this  area  of  consumer  protection.  The 
number  of  complaints  received  by  the  Health  Department  is 
no  doubt  the  tip  of  the  iceberg,  as  many  people  do  not  bother 
to  complain,  or  else  they  complain  directly  to  the  manufac- 
turer or  retailer, 

5 prosecutions  were  taken  during  the  year,  all  5 cases 
being  proved,  the  total  amount  of  fines  and  costs  imposed 
by  the  courts  being  £123® 


were  received  relating  to  unsound  food 
foreign  matter,  an  increase  of  19  over 
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Foreign  Matter  and  Mould 

in  Food 


Foreign  Matter  in  Food 

Commodity  Number 

Home  pro-  Imported 
duced  Food  Food 


Mouldy 

Food 

Number 


Milk , , . 
Butt er * 
Cheese » 


* 


B.T  0S.d  t s*  s o r * o . * h « o <»  s 

Canned  Meat 

Cooked  Meat • „ * * * „ * * » 

M e a ~c  P ies  > * < . * 

jF  J U t c * i « * ■>  * oi  o •»  i * s » » 


v p cr  p 


r>  3 

u_>  JL 


C ereals •«„•««« 
C onf e c t i o nary * 
0 th e r Foods  , . , 


* 


5 

4 

5 

r— v 

1 

2 

1 

4 

4 

8 


1 l 

l 

3 


2 

3 


T otals 


* 


1 


10 


Number  of  prosecutions  under  Section  2,».  3 
Number  ot  prosecutions  under  Section  8,.,  Nil 
Total  amount  of  Fines  and  Costs  Imposed  - 


£123.00 
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Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  1970 

Details  relating  to  food  premises  subject  to  the  Food 
Hygiene  (General)  Regulations  are  as  follows:- 


Premises 

No , of  pre- 
mises fitted 
to  comply 
with 

Reg . l8 

No.  of  pre- 
mises to 
which 

Reg . 19 
applie  s 

No . of  pre - 
mises  fitted 
to  comply 
with 

Reg.  21 

A c 

Bakehouses  „ * e 

11 

11 

11 

Bo 

Butchers . * » e . • » * 

23 

23 

23 

Co 

Cafes  & Canteens 

39 

39 

39 

De 

Dairies  8c  Milk 
Distributors. * » „ 

11 

11 

11 

Eo 

Registered  Ice- 
Cream  Premises.. 

90 

90 

90 

F „ 

Fishmongers. a c e » 

7 

7 

7 

G o 

General  Food 

3 lx  O p S # ^ % t O C S » • Q 

131 

131 

131 

H* 

Greengrocers, « . « 

13 

13 

13 

J. 

Food  Hawkers  & 

3 1 a.  1 1 

1^ 

2 

2 

K * 

Licensed  Pre- 
mises 8c  Clubs... 

98 

98 

98 

T O t a 1 S (R  C o O 0(30  9 ^ ^ 

^37 

425 

425 

Regulation  ±8  requires  premises  to  be  provided  with 

a wash-hand  basin,  with  hot  and  cold 
water  supplies  and  soap,  nailbrush 
and  towel* 

Regulation  21  requires  premises  to  be  provided  with 

a sink  or  sinks,  where  open  food  is 
handled. 


- ^0 


Food  Hygiene  - Details  of  Notices  Served 


1.  Part  II 

2,  Part  III 


3*  Part  IV 


Food  Hygiene 


1*  Part  II 

2 8 Part  III 


3 « Part  IV 


Numb  er 

Offences 

Convictions 

General  requirement s r 
equipment , etc 

138 

NIL 

Requirements  relating 
to  persons  engaged  in 
the  handling  of  food. 

10 

NIL 

Requirements  relating 
to  food  premises, 
sanitary  accommoda- 
tion, sinks,  etc.**.. 

123 

NIL 

TOTALS. 

273 

NIL 

(Markets,  Stalls  8c  Del 

ivery  Vehicles) 

Regulations,  1966 

Number 

Offences 

Convictions 

General  requirements, 
equipment  9 etc,.,.. 

6 

NIL 

Requirements  relating 
to  food  handlers  and 
the  handling  of  food* 

3 

NIL 

Requirements  relating 
to  markets  and  stalls 
and  delivery  vehicles 

7 

NIL 

TOTALS 

16 

NIL 

FOOD  PREMISES 


List  of  Improvements  and/or  Unsa t i sf ac t orv  Conditions 


remedied  during  1971 


Food  premises  cleansed  and/or  redecorated 
Food  equipment  cleansed,,,  


9 y e r oooo  eco  • o % 


Food  premises  repaired,  (floors,  walls,  ceilings, 

W.  C . ’ s and  windows  ) «,  . . <>  . o 


o o o + 


V & 9 eooo  • <s  • <j  * 99 


90*09  1*0+0009  9 9 9 9 0 9 9 9 O 


Wash  basins  provided 
Nail  blushes  and/or  soap  provided 

^ j _ _l  tlC  d 13  33  O 3L  d C d ^,9,,,,O,,,f,0OOOO,,,fO,S,l,#,9OC,OOO,9,9 

Provision  of  constant  hot  water  and  cold  water  supply. . 

Provision  of  intervening  ventilated  space  between 

WcC.  and  food  room 


Sanitary  accommodation  otherwise  improved  or 

re pa ir ed 


9 0 9 9 9 4 0 9 9 9 9 0 0 0 9 


Refuse  receptacle  s prov i d e d * * 

Premises  made  rodent  proof*.. 

Rodent  infestation  treated 
Food  exposed  to  contamination  removed 


9 9 9 ft  & C 9 b 9 9 0 0 9 9 9 9 0 9 0 9 9 9 9 9 9 9 


0 0 0 9 9 0 0 0 0 9 9 9 0 9 


9 9 9 0 0 9 0 9 9 9 O 0 0 9 9 


0^9030000909  9 0 0 9 9 9 


;!W ash  hands  5 notices  displayed  on  request 
;-No  Smoking”  notices  displayed  on  request 


9 ■ o e c • o 


909  909  0 0 9 


Proper  facilities  for  hanging  outdoor  clothing 

provided 


990  00000  COCO  0000  09999 


Impervious  surfaces  provided  to  worktops  and 


count  er  s . 


o O 3 9 0 00090009  OOO  *391 


First  aid  kit  provided 


9 ft  t*  it  9 


Unwrapped  foods  placed  behind  glass  and  not  exposed 

to  contamination  from  customers. 


Artificial  lighting  provided 

Food  equipment  provided. 

Open  food  raised  not  less  than  l8H  above  ground 
Accumulations  of  refuse  removed 


10 

8 

19 

A 

2 

A 

A 


6 

6 

NIL 

52 

2 

A 

NIL 


3 

3 

NIL 

2 

7 

NIL 

10 


k2  - 


Milk  8c  Dairies 

Administration  of  the  law  relating  generally  to  the 
nation's  milk  supply  has  always  been  a large  and  important 
part  of  the  duties  of  local  authorities , and  although  by 
the  coming  into  operation,,  on  the  1st  October,  19^9?  of 
legislation  whereby  the  responsibility  for  the  process 
and  practice  of  the  production  of  milk,  i.e,  by  the  dairy 
farmer  at  the  dairy  farm?  was  transferred  from  local 
authorities  to  the  Minister  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  8c 
Food,  the  vast  business  of  the  distribution  of  milk,  i,e» 
from  the  producer  to  the  consumer,  remains  the  responsibility 
of  local  authorities. 

In  1962,  a major  step  forward  towards  ensuring  the 
safety  of  the  nation's  milk  supply  was  completed  when  the 
whole  of  England  and  Wales  became  a ’’specified  area”# 

Since  that  time  3 all  milk  sold  by  retail  for  human 
consumption  must  be  sold  as  specially  designated  milk, 
viz#  Pasteurised,  Sterilised  or  Untreated#  Another 
heat  treatment  process  was  given  recognition  in  1965?  when 
it  became  legal  to  sell  ultra-high  temperature  treated 
milk,  or  t!long  lifei:  milk# 

There  are  31  milk  distributers  registered  with  the 
Council  in  compliance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Food  8c 
Drugs  Act,  19559  and  the  Milk  8c  Dairies  (General) 

Regulations,  1959* 

It  is  proposed  that,  after  April  1st,  197^*  the 
licencing  and  inspection  of  dealers  and  dairy  premises 
under  the  Milk  (Special  Designation)  Regulations,  1959* 
will  return  to  district  councils. 


Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1958 

The  Slaughterhouses,  (Hygiene)" 

Regulations,  1958 

Regular  inspections  were  carried  out  at  each  of  the 
two  private  slaughterhouses  operating  in  the  district, 
regarding  the  cleanliness  and  repair  of  premises  and 
equipment*  Due  to  the  nature  of  the  business  there  is 
a need  for  constant  vigilance  to  avoid  rapid  deterioration 
in  the  cleanliness  and  repair  of  the  premises. 

The  occupiers  of  the  slaughterhouses  were  asked  to 
provide  water  pressure  spray  guns,  which  greatly  assist 
in  daily  cleansing  of  walls  and  floors  etc.  They  have 
also  been  using  the  spray  guns  for  washing  down  beast 
carcases  now  for  some  9 years  without  any  adverse  comments 
forthcoming  from  the  trade  and  for  over  k years  in  respect 
of  sheep  carcases* 

The  traditional  wiping  cloth  was  legally  banished  in 
1968,  and  special  individual  "wet -strength”  paper  towels, 
in  the  form  of  a roll,  dispensed  from  a metal  container 
fixed  to  the  walls  of  the  slaughterhouses,  have  proved  to 
be  the  answer  to  the  problem  of  producing  a clean  and  dry 
sheep  carcase  in  small  slaughterhouses  not  equipped  with 
"Coldair  blast"  cooling  rooms. 


Slaughter  of  Animals  (Prevention 

of  Cruelty),  Regulations,  1958 

These  Acts  and  Regulations  are  for  the  purpose  of 
preventing  cruelty  and  ensuring  that  no  animals  shall  be 
slaughtered  in  a slaughterhouse  except  by  a person  licensed 
by  the  local  authority. 

The  licenses  of  9 slaughtermen  were  renewed  during 
the  year. 

Inspections  were  made  daily  at  the  two  slaughterhouses, 
as  required  under  the  above  Acts  and  Regulations.  Particular 
attention  was  paid  to  the  provision  of  adequate  water  supplie 
and  bedding  etc.  in  the  lairages.  Animals  were  generally  not 
kept  long  enough  in  the  lairages  to  require  feeding  as  re- 
quired by  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  Regulations. 


Meat  Hygiene  and  Inspection  Services 


The  Meat  Inspection  Chart  indicates  the  number  and 
different  classes  of  animals  slaughtered  and  inspected  and 
the  number  of  animals  affected  with:- 


(a)  Tuberculosis 

(b)  Cysticercus  Bovis 

(c)  Diseases  other  than  Tuberculosis  and 

Cysticercus  Bovis 


with 

meat 

were 


The  technique  of  mea 
the  Meat  Inspection  R 
inspection  was  mainta 
slaughtered  and  inspe 


t inspection  used 
egulationss  1 9 6 3 « 
ined,  A total  of 
cted,  732  more  th 


is  in  accordance 
and  100  per  cent 
15  * 386  animals 
an  in  1971® 


Tuberculosis  was  absent  in  cattle,  but  0 » 1%  of  the 
total  number  of  pigs  inspected  were  found  to  have  either 
Bovine  or  Avian  Tuberculosis  lesions , or  lesions  of  a 
bacillary  necrotic  nature  or  the  corynebact erium  equi  type 
in  the  submaxill iary  nodes  of  the  head. 


The  incidence  of  diseases  other  than  tuberculosis  and 
cysticercus  in  cattle  excluding  cows 9 and  sheep  and  lambs 
has  remained  fairly  constant  and  the  figure  for  pigs  has 
fallen  to  6 0 7%  affected.  The  latter  representing  mainly 
livers  affected  with  Ascaris  Lumbricoides  and  to  a lesser 
extent  lungs  affected  with  congestion,  pleurisy  and/or  pneumonia 


The  records  show  that  out  of  the  total  of  1162  beasts, 
sheep  and  lambs  and  pigs  affected  by  diseases  other  than 
tuberculosis  and  cysticercosis,  the  major  proportion  of  those 
animals  were  affected  in  the  liver  by  either  Fasciola  hepatica 
in  the  case  of  beasts  and  sheep,  or  the  round  worm  Ascaris 
Lumbricoides  in  the  case  of  pigs. 


^5 


Cysticercus  Bovis  was  found  in  23  cattle  excluding 
cows  and  none  in  cows.  The  technique  of  inspections  used 
for  cysticercus  bovis  is  as  recommended  in  the  Practice 
Notes  on  the  subject,  by  the  Association  of  Public  Health 
Inspectors, 

Causes  of  condemnation  other  than  tuberculosis  and 
cysticercus  bovis  include : - 

Abscesses;  actinomycosis;  act inobacillosis ; 
general  parasitical  condition  of  livers  and 
lungs  (e.go  f ascioliasism  T.  echinococcus, 

T.  marginata,  muellerius  capillaris,  ascaris 
lumbricoides) , cirrhosis,  telangiectasis; 
pericarditis;  peritonitis;  pneumonia 
pleurisy;  bruising;  pathological  emaciation; 
septicaemia;  myaemia;  jaundice;  metritis; 
mastitis;  n.necrosis;  septic  omphalophlebitis; 
nephritis;  melanosis,  oedema  and  carcinoma. 


Unsound  Food  Surrendered  or 

Condemned 

Tons  Cwts.  lbs. 


lo  Offal  at  Slaughterhouses 3 17  17 

2.  Carcase  meat  at  Slaughterhouses..  --  13  96 

3.  Meat  at  Retail  Shops.............  - 7 109 

k o Canned  Meats,...  - - 66 

3 o Other  Foods.oooo....... - - 11 

6 » School  Canteens  e . 28 


k 


19 


103 


MEAT  INSPECTION  SERVICES 


Carcases  and 

Offal 

inspected 

and  condemned 

in 

whole  or  in  part 

Cattle 

Sheep 

Exclud 

ing  Cows 

Calves 

and 

Pigs 

Cows 

Lambs 

Number  killed 

2,621 

19 

38 

5,655 

7,053 

Number  not  inspected 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis  and 

C ysticercosis 

Whole  carcases 
condemned o e e • 0 * 0 0 «,  . 0 „ . 

NIL 

NIL 

1 

4 

7 

Part  carcases  or 
organ  condsmnedo  e o • 0 * . 

525 

7 

1 

153 

464 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
disease  other  than 
tuberculosis  and 
cysticercio 0 0 o „ » » . 0 . . 0 

20.02% 

36.8% 

5 . 3% 

2..  8% 

6 . 7% 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases 

condemned o 0 . . . • 0 . o «,  0 c * 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

Part  car c ases  or 
organ  condemned  0 . e ■.  . 0 . 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

7 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
tuberculosis o » . . . « 0 0 • 0 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

0. 1% 

Cyst i cer costs 

Part  carcase  or 
organ  condemned 0 . 0 o « . 0 

23 

NIL 

NIL 

Care  ases  refr i ge  « 

- Cl  . © ~j  O O O © f © C>0  0H09®&© 

9 

NIL 

NIL 

General i s e d a n d 
totally  condemned.  . • . 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
cysticercio 0 o o ® 0 « ® 0 • « ® 

0 . 9% 

NIL 

NIL 

Meat  Inspection 


Post-mortem  inspection  and  control  of  slaughterhouse  hygiene. 


WATER  SUPPLIES 


In  Great  Britain  today  over  99%  of  the  population  has 
a supply  of  potable  mains  water.  There  are  therefore  few 
incidences  of  disease  from  waterborne  agents.  Water  hygiene 
has  not,  because  of  its  past  success,  become  of  lesser 
significance  and  importance,  but  remains  a cornerstone  of 
environmental  health. 

The  growing  demand  for  water  and  the  need  for  con- 
servation was  spotlighted  in  the  late  fifties,  resulting 
in  the  formation  of  the  Water  Resources  Board  with  a 
r e spons ib i lity  to  see  that  available  water  was  deployed  to 
the  best  effect  to  all  users. 

This  increasing  demand  for  water  is  creating  problems 
for  statutory  undertakers.  In  many  areas  adequate  supplies 
from  unpolluted  sources  are  not  always  available  at  an 
economic  cost  and  it  is  becoming  accepted  practice  to  obtain 
domestic  supplies  from  rivers  containing  a high  proportion 
of  sewage  and  industrial  waste  effluents. 

The  future  pattern  for  re-organisation  in  the  clean  ad 
dirty  water  field  is  the  subject  of  considerable  discussion, 
and  it  is  now  a fact  that  the  functions  of  the  river  author- 
ities, the  sewage  disposal  authorities  and  the  water  supply 
authorities  will  be  merged  into  regional  water  authorities. 

It  is  estimated  that  the  demand  for  water  will  double 
by  the  end  of  the  century.  Suggestions  for  meeting  this 
demand  include  esturial  barrages,  river  abstraction  schemes, 
more  surface  reservoirs,  large  scale  re-use  of  effluents 
and  industrial  wastes  and  de-salination  projects.  Health 
considerations  must  govern  the  speed  and  extent  at  which 
these  trends  occur.  The  Government  are  supporting  further 
research  into  the  supply  of  additional  potable  water  from 
these  new  sources. 

Local  Water  Supplies 


In  our  own  district  a public  water  supply  is  available 
to  practically  all  householders  throughout  the  area.  Such 
a fundamental  provision  for  the  health  and  comfort  of  the 
community  is  all  too  often  taken  for  granted. 
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il  iC) 


' al  authorities  have  a statutory  duty  to  determine 


the  sufficiency  and  wholesomeness  of'  water  supplies  in 
their  districts*  Constant  surveillance  is  exercised  to 
ensure  that  water  supplies  are  not  subject  to  contamination, 
and  wa ter  s amp i is  c arried  out  by  the  Public  Health 
Inspectorate  at  regular  intervals,  in  different  parts  of  the 
Distr ict „ 

The  undermentioned  water  undertaking  operate  in  the 


O C Uli 


a 


district z - 


Bu c k s Wa ter  Board 

Rickmansworth  & Uxbridge  Valley  Water  Company 

Bucks  Water  Board 

Reports  received  from  the  Board  indicate  that  the 
wafer  supply  in  the  area  has  been  satisfactory  in  quality 
and  quantity  during  the  year  1972*  Regular  bacteriological 

been  made  of  both  raw,  and  water  going  int< 
All  waters  were  chlorinated  before  distribution* 

N o n e o f t la e w a t e r d i str i b u t e d c o n t ained  f luor i de  a b o v e 


■ ° logical  Sampl e s 


exam. 

* . JL 

d - --  iu,  (di. 

t -vti  €2 

-L. (ii) * *  v_ ' JL  j_  .U/ 

ha  v e 

'»A- p 

ly. 

All 

wat  e; 

N o 

re  of 

t h e 

/n,  y\  •y 

c — _>l 

**p- 

VU  ft  V 

O X.o 

) Ba 

c t er 

li)  Pump i ng  S t a t i o n s g - Bourne  End , Pann  Mill v 
Mill  End,  Hampden,  Radnage,  Medmenham, 

Larlow  0 


Tr e a t e d wa t e r s amp les  * Numb er  1 9 1 * 

All  of  the  samples  were  free  from  e aliform 

organisms „ 

( i i ) C o n sum e r taps 

S a mp 1 e s * Numb  e r 1 9 6 * 

All  of  these  samples  were  free  from  coliform 

organisms . 


i .1 } C h e m i . c a 1 S a mp  les 


Numb er  12 

supplied  is  non  pi umbo- solvent 
Number  jf  first  draw  samples  (after  overnight  standing 
in  lead  services)  examined  in  the  year  was  2 * 

All  the  samples  had  lead  contents  of  less  than  0*05  mg 

per  litre 


o 
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Rickrnanswoi  ih  8c  Uxor id ge  Vail, ey  W a t e r Co mpa ny 

Reports  received  from  tine  Company  also  confirm  that 
their  water  supplies  are  satisfactory  both  in  quality  and 
quantity.  Bacteriological  samples  are  taken  at  least 
weekly  from  all  pumping  stations,  resevoirs  and  towers 
along  with  others  from  the  distribution  system,  chemical 
samples  are  also  taken  frequently. 

lhe  fluoride  content  is  negligible  iless  than  0.02 
P - P ' rn , ) and  the  water  is  not  plumbo-solvent » 


Other  Sources 


there  are  comparatively  few  houses  which  are  not 
within  reach  of  public  water  mains.  The  occupiers  of 
some  houses,  however  ,,  still  derive  their  water  from  wells 
and  rainwater  tanks.  in  certain  cases  individual  pro- 
perties are  away  from  water  mains,  in  other  cases  owner- 
occupiers  with  limited  incomes  are  reluctant  to  incur  the 
cost  ox  a main  water  supply  where  the  mains  are  not  within 
a reasonable  distance,  whilst  the  occupiers  of  other 
dwellings  have  a prejudice  in  favour  of  their  individual 
supplies  as  compared  with  a main  water  supply. 

Supplying  main  water  to  houses  which  are  isolated 
presents  a financial  problem  which  is  often  overcome  by 
asking  house-holders  to  make  a special  contribution  towards 
the  cost  of  extending  the  water  mains,  together  with  grants 
under  the  Rural  Water  Supplies  & Sewerage  Act  from  the 
Department  of  the  Environment,  The  Bucks  County  Council, 
the  Water  Board  and  Wycombe  Rural  District  Council. 

Water  Sampling 

( a ) Private  Water  Supplies 

During  the  year,  23  samples  were  taken  by  the  Public 
Health  Inspectors  from  private  water  supplies  serving 
houses,  food  premises  and  factories. 

Based  on  the  classification  suggested  by  the  Ministry 
of  Health  for  non-chlorinated  piped  supplies,  only  11 
results  could  be  considered  satisfactory  after  bacteriological 
examination  and/or  chemical  analysis. 

Owners  of  the  properties  with  water  supplies  not 
conforming  to  a satisfactory  standard  were  requested  to 
provide  a wholesome  and  sufficient  supply. 
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(b)  Public  Water  Supplies 

During  the  year  6 samples  were  taken  by  the  Public 
Health  Inspectors  from  the  public  mains  in  the  various 
parishes  throughout  the  Rural  District,  for  bacteriological 
examination*  All  proved  to  be  satisfactory* 

( c ) Number  of  Inspections 

A total  of  153  visits  were  made  in  connection  with 
samples  of  private  and  public  supplies  of  water,  and 
extensions  of  public  water  mains  to  serve  isolated  groups 
of  houses* 
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CLEAN  AIR  ACTS , 1956-1968 


Ine  Wycombe  Rural  District  Council  is 

National  Society  for  Clean  Air. 


a member  of  the 


3 9jbh  Cl e.ctn  A jl  r v onf  erence  of  the  Society 

The  annual  conference  of  the  Society,  at  which  the 
oouncii  was  represented  was  held  in  Scarborough  from 
loth- 20th  October,  1972, 

Ph e coni erence  was  attended  by  representatives  of 
both  local  government  and  industry  from  home  and  overseas. 


Presidential  Address 

The  President  of  the  Society.,  Stanley  E.  Cohen, 
CoB.Eo  ,CoCo  jFoRoSoAo  ? having  briefly  commented  on  the 
conference  programme  gave  a resume  of  the  year’s  events. 


A ir 


Reflation  from  Motor  Cars 


The  Pr  •esident  reminded  conference  that,  in  October 
1964,p  he  had  suggested  to  the  Clean  Air  Council  that  it  was 
time  legislation  to  control  emissions  from  motor  cars 
should  be  introduced , and  now  eight  years  later  the  Minister 
had  anno un ced  his  proposals. 


By  October  1973 ? new  cars  will  have  to  comply  with  the 
limits  for  emission  of  carbon  monoxide  and  hydrocarbons 
laid  down  by  EcCoEo  Regulation  No.  15*  This  will  apply  to 
c a r s first  used  on  or  after  the  1st  October  1973  * Th e 
Department  of  the  Environment  forecast  that  compliance  with 
this  new  regulation  will  reduce  emissions  of  carbon  mono- 
xide by  up  to  30%  and  of  hydrocarbons  by  up  to  10%,  as 
compared  with  the  emissions  of  older  cars.  This  will  be 
achieved  by  using  a better  engineered  carburettor  with 
closer  tolerances,  flow  tested  before  production,,  and  by 
closer  control  of  ignition,  employing  a better  engineered 
distributor.  This  EcC.E,  Regulation  prescribes  that  the 
carbon  monoxide  content  of  exhaust  gases  emitted,  with 
the  engine  idling,  must  not  exceed  4.5%  by  volume.  The 
EXoEo  re  gul  a t jL  ons  also  require  a device  to  be  fitted  to 
prevent  gases  escaping  from  the  crank  case,  (this  is 
already  mandatory  in  this  country  since  1st  January,  1972) , 
which  together  with  the  new  regulations  should  mean  a 
total  reduction  of  up  to  35%  in  hydrocarbons  emitted. 
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The  proposal  to  reduce  the  lead  content  of  petrol  by 
almost  one  half  over  the  next  three  years  was  announced  in 
August,  1972,  by  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Environment. 

Maximum  lead  content  will  be  reduced  as  follows: - 

December  1972  - 0.6^  grammes  per  litre 

December  1973  - 0*55  grammes  per  litre 

December  1975  - 0*^5  grammes  per  litre 

In  June 9 1972,  the  Minister  for  Transport  Industries 

made  regulations  which  require  that  all  diesel-engined 
vehicles  first  used  on  or  after  1st  April,  1973  and  not 
manufactured  before  1st  October,  1972  to  comply  with  the 
smoke  emission  limits  laid  down  in  the  British  Standard 
on  diesel  engines,  BS.AU.l4l  A/1971*  This  measure  should 
ensure  that  any  smoke  emitted  is  barely  visible  under  all 
normal  operating  conditions.  Further,  the  Department  of 
the  Environment  are  currently  reviewing  ways  of  strengthening 
controls  over  vehicles  already  in  use,  including  the 
possibility  of  replacing  by  an  instrumental  check  the 
present  visual  check  on  smoke  emission  in  the  annual  heavy 
goods  vehicle  tests. 

Smoke  Cent r o 1 

In  the  field  of  smoke  control  the  figures  published 
indicate  that  there  has  been  a sharp  rise  in  the  number 
of  new  Smoke  Control  Area  Orders  made  in  the  past  12 
months,  equalling  the  previous  best  year  of  1967  for  the 
numbers  of  premises  coming  under  smoke  control,, 


Local  Government  Reorganisation 

Local  Government  reform  could  have  a profound  effect  on 
the  National  Society  for  Clean  Air.  The  responsibility  for 
clean  air  will  lie  with  the  new  district  councils,  some  are 
already  members  of  the  Society,  others  are  not.  Some  local 
authorities  who  are  members  will  disappear,  others  will  be 
absorbed.  It  is  therefore  vitally  necessary  that  all  the 
new  district  councils  should  become  members  of  this  Society, 
which  has  done  so  much  in  the  field  of  clean  air  and  which 
is  now  widening  it?s  scope  to  include  odour  and  noise 
control,  as  well  as  land  and  water  pollution. 
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i r the  Wycombe  Rural  District 


Ph  e d i s t r i c t ha 
and  has  .several  dense 
g r o w i 11  g r a p i c.  1 y mo  r e 


s a population  of  approximately  73*000 
ly  populated  urban  areas,  which  are 
urban  in  character  as  the  housing  estates 


up 


» 


The  district  has  26:  registered  factories  including  a 
considerable  number  of  boiler  plants,  furnaces,  furniture 
weed  waste  incinerators , saw  mills,  five  large  paper  and 
board  mills. 


The  Public  Health  Inspectorate  keep  a close  watch  on 
the  production  of  smoke  under  the  provisions  of  the  Dark 
Smoke  (Permitted  Periods)  Regulations,  1958. 

Control  measures  which  the  Council  are  at  present 
operating  in  order  to  prevent  or  alleviate  atmospheric 
po 1 lut ion  inc lude : - 

i l)  Action  where  necessary  under  the  Dark 
Smoke  ‘’Permitted  Periods’’  Regulations, 
against  emissions  of  dark  smoke,  and 
securing  the  minimum  emissions  of  grit 
and  dust,  with  special  reference  to 
industrial  boiler  plants,  furnaces  and 
incinerator s . 

( 2 ) Action  to  abate  smoke  nuisances,  (e.g. 
burning  of  industrial  or  garden  refuse, 
use  of  incinerators  and  wood  refuse 
burning  plant  at  furniture  factories  etc.) 

(3)  Ensuring  that  new  furnaces  are  not  in- 
stalled unless  they  are  capable  so  far 
as  is  practicable  of  being  operated 
without  emitting  smoke. 

Number  of  new  furnaces  installed  during  1972 


(4)  Regulating  the  height  of  chimneys  in 

connection  with  the  erection  or  extension  of 
industrial  buildings,  or  new  boiler  plants 
in  existing  buildings. 

Number  of  chimnBy  heights  approved  during  1972 


(5)  Implementing  byelaws  which  require 
all  new  buildings  to  be  equipped 
with  smokeless  fuel  appliances, 

(6)  One  smoke  control  order  made  jointly 
by  the  Council  and  a neighbouring 
local  authority  is  operating  in 
connection  with  a new  housing  estate, 
part  of  which  is  in  the  Council f s 
district,  and  part  in  the  area  of 
the  neighbouring  authority, 

(7)  566  inspections  with  regard  to  smoke  and 
grit  observations,  boiler  plant  in- 
spections, smoke  nuisances,  complaints 
and  smoke  control  area  interviews  were 
made  under  the  provisions  of  the  Clean 
Air  Acts  1956-1968. 

WYCOMBE  DISTRICT  SMOKE  CONTROL  PROGRAMME 

In  the  preface  to  my  1971  report  I quoted  the  Standing 
Royal  Commission  on  Environmental  Pollution,  who  found  that 
the  success  of  the  clean  air  policy  is  encouraging  but  stated 
more  needs  to  be  done  to  apply  this  policy  throughout  the 
country. 

With  Health  Committee  approval  already  agreed , some 
time  previously,  surveys  were  commenced,  and  continued  as 
time  allowed  throughout  the  year,  including  a door  to  door 
survey  in  the  proposed  first  area  at  Downley, 

Subsequently,  a programme  of  smoke  control  in  the  more 
urban  areas  contiguous  to  the  Borough  of  High  Wycombe,  and 
including  the  Wooburn  Valley,  Flackwell  Heath,  Bourne  End, 
Hazlemere  and  Tylers  Green,  was  drawn  up. 

Mindful  of  the  fact  that  the  Borough  of  High  Wycombe 
had  planned  to  be  completely  smoke  controlled  by  1976, 
the  Health  Committee  provisionally  approved  the  scheme. 

The  Health  Committee’s  recommendation  was  not  taken 
up  by  the  Council  at  this  time.  The  information  obtained 
on  the  survey  will  be  useful,  however,  should  the  new 
Wycombe  District  Council  wish  to  extend  the  existing  pro- 
gramme in  the  High  Wycombe  area,  to  the  Wooburn  Valley, 
Downley,  and  Chepping  Wycombe  areas. 


Clean  Air 


Modernisation  of  plant  - oil  fired  boilers. 


Conversion  to  North  Sea  Gas  with  oil  as  stand-by  fuel 


NOISE  ABATEMENT 


As  indicated  in  my  report  for  1971 
Act  19e0  needs  strengthening  considerab 
levels  are  to  be  kept  down  to  tolerable 
nuisances  dealt  with  in  a more  rapid  and 


, the  Noise  Abatement 
ly.  if  ambient  noise 
levels,  and  noise 
e f f e c t i v e manner. 


Noise  1 « e unwanted  or  undesirable  sound,  is  now  more 
than  ever  before  accepted  as  an  unjustifiable  interference 
with,  ordinary  human  comfort  and  well-being* 

The  Department  of  the  Environment  published  their’  first 
report  ‘’Neighbourhood  Noise”  during  1971  „ 

Their  working  group,  the  Noise  Advisory  Council, 
considered  that  industrial  noise  as  it  affects  workers, 
aircraft  noise  and  traffic  noise,  as  outside  their  terms  of 
reference , 


they  rightly  take  the  view  that  there  remains  a great 
variety  of  neighbourhood  noises  which  may  cause  disturbance 
and  annoyance  to  the  general  public,  which  can  best  be 
dealt  with  by  Local  Authorities. 


They  also  feel  that  the  Noise  Abatement  Act , I960 

was  a necessarily  cautious  first  attempt  to  extend  to  noise 
the  well-established  concept  of  "statutory  nuisance”  and 
that  whilst  it  has  proved  it’s  worth,  they  believe  it  is 
now  possible  to  move  on  to  a new  and  more  radical  measure, 
which  would  also  reinforce  the  existing  nuisance  provisions, 
and  provide  for  more  comprehensive  action. 


The  working  group  considered  that  the  new  Noise  Abate- 
merit  Act  should  include  the  following  matters: - 

j. . Aba  t ement of  Noise 

Enforcement  to  remain  with  Local 
Authorities  with  new  powers  to  strengthen 
the  ,J nuisance"  procedure,  and  new  regulations 
to  control  the  noise  levels  of  machinery. 

2 * A General  Dut  y 

The  declaration  in  the  new  act  of  a 
general  duty  on  the  citizen  not  to  impose 
unnecessary  noise  on  his  neighbours. 
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3 • Noise  Abatement  Zones 

To  be  declared  in  areas  where  it 
is  necessary  to  reduce  (or  perhaps,  hold 
steady)  the  ambient  noise  level*  This  to 
be  achieved  by  setting  target  levels  for 
noise  emissions  from  premises,  and  re- 
quiring firms  within  the  framework  of  "best 
practicable  means"  to  take  whatever  measures 
are  necessary  to  reduce  noise  to  that 
leve 1 , 

k * No  general  exemption  for  Statutory 

Und  e r t ak  ers , 

5*  Noise  from  Demolition  and  Construction  Works 


Noise  prevention  requirements  to 

be  observed  in  the  execution  of  works • 

6c  Modifications  to  nuisance  pro- 

cedures to  speed  up  action,  with  delegation 
by  Local  Authority  to  officers  in  cases 
calling  for  immediate  action* 


7 


Prevent ion 


It  should  be  the  duty  of  Local  Authorities 
in  the  exercise  of  development  control  powers 
to  also  take  account  of  the  noise  implications 
of  proposed  new  development  in  arriving  at  their 
decisions.  The  group  also  stress  that  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Environment  should 
issue  guidance  to  planning  and  highway  auth- 
orities on  the  need  to  work  closely  together 
with  the  Public  Health  Authority,  as  a regular 
practice,  on  the  noise  implications  of  planning 
applications i and  this  has  now  been  implemented 
by  Circular  10/73  "Planning  and  Noise"  issued 
by  the  Department  of  the  Environment* 


A condition  laying 
levels  to  be  permitted 
site  should  be  imposed 
sence.  there  is  reason 
of  a new  noise  problem 


down  maximum  noise 
at  the  boundary  of  the 
whenever,  in  it’s  ab - 
to  fear  the  creation 


Noise  Abatement 


Factory  Machines  can  be  the 
houses. 


suojeci  oi  complaint  it  Daaiy 


Refrigerated  displays  in  Supermarkets  are  often  the  source  of  complaint  due 
to  noisy  Refrigerating  equipment  sited  at  rear  ot  premises. 
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8 . Licenced  Premises 

Licencing  justices  should  be  able  to 
attach  conditions  for  the  prevention  of  noise 
nuisance  on  renewal  as  well  as  on  first  issue 
of  liquor  licence. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  new  Environmental  Protection 
Bill  will  not  be  much  longer  in  making  it's  appearance  on 
the  Statute  Book. 


Traffic  Noise 

Stronger  Government  measures  are  also  needed  for  the 
setting  of  lower  and  more  realistic  maximum  permitted  noise 
levels  for  motor  vehicles  of  all  kinds,  and  motor  cycles. 
This  will  lower  the  emission  of  noise  from  new  vehicles, 
but  as  the  average  life  of  a car  is  approximately  twelve 
years  in  Great  Britain,  it  would  be  at  least  19&5  before 
the  lower  permitted  levels  applied  to  all  cars,  and  by  then 
the  numbers  on  the  roads  will  have  at  least  doubled.  For 
heavy  lorries,  and  buses,  with  diesel  engines,  quieter 
engines  and  vertical  type  exhaust  systems  can  be  made 
available  and  should  be  required  now,  as  large  diesel 
engined  vehicles  are  the  worst  offenders. 


Circular  IO/73  calls  for  the  co-operation  of  high- 
way authorities  with  public  health  authorities  in  dealing 
with  traffic  noise,  by  limiting  the  transmission  of  noise 
in  noise  sensitive  areas  by  better  traffic  engineering, 
limitations  on  use  of  heavy  lorries  on  some  roads, 
pede sir ianisat ion  of  city  and  town  centre  areas,  and 
better  planning  of  new  roads.  Tyre  noise  is  a major 
source  of  noise  on  motorways  and  ring  roads,  due  to 
the  increased  speeds  of  the  vehicles.  Better  tyre  design 
can  reduce  this,  but  without  nationally  agreed  tyre 
performance  specifications,  there  is  little  incentive 
to  improve . 


However,  traffic  pollution  is  to  be  tackled  in 
a major  new  Bill  and  regulations  are  proposed  that  will 
control  the  lead  content  (tetra-ethyl  lead  anti-knock 
agent)  in  petrol. 
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JET  AIRCRAFT  NOISE  - HEATHROW 


The  Noise  Advisory  Council's  report  to  the  Government 
"Flight  Routeing  near  Airports  „ 11  recommended  that  at  busy 
Airports  "minimum  noise  routes"  should  be  established  and 
adhered  to  so  that  local  planning  authorities  can  take  them 
into  account  in  their  long  term  planning,  when  considering 
noise  sensitive  development. 

The  "minimum  noise  route"  concept,  is  basically  that 
when  operating  into  or  out  of  airfields,  aircraft  follow  a 
particular  procedure  and  ground  track,  with  associated 
thrust  scheduling  of  their  jet  power  plants  in  accordance 
with  the  aircraft's  weight,  speed  and  altitude  and  the 
atmospheric  pressure  and  temperature  conditions. 

The  landing  pattern  follows  the  international  standard 
3 degree  approach  slope  at  the  appropriate  engine  setting. 

The  typically  low  altitude  of  the  final  approach  con- 
fines high  perceived  noise  to  a narrow  strip  either  side  of 
the  ground  track. 

At  take  off,  however,  the  aircraft,  still  using  the 

'•minimum  noise  route",  uses  maximum  thrust  initially,  and 

• o 

the  rapid  climb  out,  above  an  angle  of  15  to  the  observer, 
causes  a sharp  spreading  of  the  peak  levels,  (due  to  the 
loss  of  ground  effect  attenuation  above  that  line  of  sight). 

Just  before  the  community  is  overflown,  a jet  thrust 
cut-back  is  made  to  abate  noise  with  the  resulting  shrinkage 
of  the  noise  contours  of  the  noise  and  number  index,  but 
a corresponding  reduction  in  the  rate  of  climb  out. 

The  use  of  these  minimum  noise  routes  have  also  been 
described  as  maximum  noise  routes  for  the  minimum  number  of 
people  on  the  ground  tracks  of  the  routes  used. 

These  routes  produce  a noise  footprint  in  N.N.I. 
contours  from  30  N.N.I.  rising  to  60  N.N.I.  and  above 
immediately  around  Heathrow.  Noise  and  Number  Index  (N.N.I.) 
is  a measure  of  Aircraft  noise  taking  account  of  the  average 
peak  noise  level,  and  the  number  of  aircraft  heard,  during 
an  average  summer  day  from  6 a«m.  to  6 p.m. 
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In  the  recent  circular  10/73  "Planning  and  Noise" , 
in  which  the  Department  of  the  Environment  calls  for  liaison 
oetween  planning  authorities,  highway  authorities  and 
public  health  authorities  on  all  aspects  of  noise,  including 
aircraft,  traffic  noise,  and  industrial  and  commercial 
noise,  they  particularly  call  for  co-operation  between 
airport  operators  and  local  authorities. 

- In  this  context,  agreed  minimum  noise  routes  for  the 

benefit  of  both  parties,  are  to  be  seen  as  the  method  by 
which  planning  authorities  ensure  that  land  which  is  (or 
is  likely  to  be  in  the  next  15  years)  subject  to  sig- 
nificant aircraft  noise  nuisance  (kO  N.N.I.  is  the  basic 
criteria)  is  not  used  for  noise  sensitive  development. 

The  existing  N.N.I.  contour  map  drawn  up  by  the  Department 
of  Trade  and  Industry,  indicates  that  the  kO  N.N.I. 
contour  is  outside  our  district.  Circular  10/73  points 
out  that  aircraft  noise  below  kO  N.N.I.  however  can  still 
be  a nuisance. 

With  the  rising  number  of  complaints  about  Jet  noise, 
in  the  Wycombe  Area,  since  the  installation  of  the  improved' 
beacon  at  Taplow,  and  the  need  to  establish  contact  with 
Heathrow  Airport  as  envisaged  in  Circular  10/73,  the  Council 
decided  to  join  the  Local  Authorities  Aircraft  Noise  Council, 
not  only  to  help  protect  the  rural  district's  environment, 
in  the  event  of  any  further  movement  or  additions  to  the 
"minimum  noise  routes",  which  may  be  put  forward,  but  also 
to  add  our  weight  to  the  L.A.A.N.C.  case  for  further  abate- 
ment of  the  noise  at  source.  They  are  also  pressing  for 
the  monitoring  of  landings  as  well  as  take  offs,  thus  checking 
the  lowering  of  undercarriage  etc.,  too  soon  with  the 
consequent  increase  in  power  this  requires,  on  landing 
appro  ache  s <> 

The  Wycombe  Rural  District  Health  Committee  also 
resolved  that  representation  be  made  to  the  Department  of 
Trade  & Industry  concerning  the  extension  of  noise  and 
the  4t0  N.N.I.  contour  into  the  Wycombe  Rural  District,  as 
a result  of  the  installation  of  the  improved  beacon  at 
Taplow  which  had  resulted  in  a substantial  increase  in  the 
numbers  of  aircraft  overflying  the  area. 

As  a result  of  the  large  increase  in  complaints  due 
to  the  concentration  of  air  traffic  on  the  minimum  noise 
routes , the  Secretary  of  State  has  asked  the  Noise  Advisory 
Council  to  look  again  at  the  whole  question  of  traffic  routeing. 


The  N.N.I.  contour  maps  are  also  being  updated,  in 
the  meantime,  to  take  account  of*  the  recent  concentration 
of*  traffic  over  the  Wycombe  & Mole  Valley  routes. 


With  regard  to  the  noise  at  source, 
is  financially  supporting  projects  which, 
lower  the  noise  levels  of  the  Spey  engine 
retrofit . 


the  Government 
it  is  hoped,  will 
by  means  of 


The  new  version  of  the  Spey  engine  by  Rolls-Royce  is 
to  use ■ the  new  technology  from  the  RB-211  engine,  used  on 
the  Lockheed  Tristar,  and  will  be  fitted  with  a fan,  thus  a 

larger  by-pass  volume,  which  adds  up  to  a slower,  quieter 
jet  exhaust,  with  more  power  and  greater  economy* 

The  noise  footprint  on  take-off  from  a BAG  111,  or 
a Trident  refitted  with  the  improved  engines,  would  shrink 
from  the  present  23  sq. miles,  to  only  5 sq. miles,  and  could 
be  quietened  even  mo re,  it  is  said,  in  the  future. 

With  20%  more  thrust  and  6 % less  fuel  to  achieve  it, 
the  airlines  would  find  it  worthwhile  to  change  engines. 

It  is  essential  to  continue  and  even  increase 
government  financial  support  for  this  project,  which  so 
effectively  reduces  the  noise  at  source. 

The  Government  should,  when  the  engine  is  perfected, 
require  all  aircraft  using  Spey  engines  to  be  fitted  with 
the  improved  version. 

Surely  this  retrofit  type  operation  must  be  extended 
to  all  other  types  of  noisy  engines. 


ACTION  BY  WT COMBE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 

In  Wycombe  Rural  District,  321  visits  and  re-visits 
were  made  in  connection  with  noise  complaints  from  Indus tria 
commercial  and  domestic  premises  during  1972. 

In  cases  where  statutory  nuisances  were  confirmed, 
appropriate  action  was  taken  in  order  to  secure  a reduction 
in  the  sound  power  levels,  or  an  abatement  of  the  unwanted 
noises „ 


FACTORIES , OFFICES  AND  SHOPS 


Factories  Act,,  1 9 6 1 


The  factory  premises  registered  with  the  Council 
now  number  26 1,  an  increase  of  ^5. 

The  tables  submitted  herewith  contain  statistical 
information  required  by  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
Employment , and  include  the  work  of  the  Public  Health 
Inspectorate  in  relation  to  factory  administration  as 

it  concerns  the  local  authority* 

Matters  requiring  attention  include  cleanliness 
ventilation,  lighting  and  sanitary  accommodation.  A 
number  of  factories  have  canteens  and  are  therefore 
subject  to  the  provisions  of  the  Food  8c  Drugs  Act  v 1955 
and  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations*  1970  and  inspections 
are  carried  out  concurrently* 


Homework 

A provision  of  the  Factories  Act ^ 196 1 requires 

farms  employing  outworkers  to  furnish  to  the  local  autho 
twice  yearly  lists  giving  the  names  and  addresses  of 
persons  carrying  out  specified  work  connected  with  the 
business  of  the  factory  at  premises  outside  the  factory * 

Homes  of  the  outworkers  should  conform  to  a sat- 
isfactory standard  of  environmental  hygiene. 

The  lists  submitted  to  the  Council  showed  that 
outworkers  were  principally  employed  on  the  making  and 
altering  of  wearing  apparel. 
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1. 


Inspections  made  for  Provisions  as  to  Health 


Factories 


Pr 

emis  e s 

No  * on 
Regis- 
ter 

£ 

Inspec- 

tions 

Written 

Notices 

Occu- 
piers 
Prose 
cut  ed 

(i) 

Factories  in 
which  Sections 

1,2, 3, 4,  & 6 

are  to  be  enfor- 
ced by  Local 
Authority, * „ . « . « « 

2 

A 

i 7 

NIL 

NIL 

(2) 

Factories  not 
included  in 
( 1 ) in  which 
Section?  is  en- 
forced by  Local 
Authorities, . . * . . 

259 

70 

4 

NIL 

(3) 

Other  Premises 
in  which  Section 

7 is  enforced 
by  the  Local 
Authority, *•••••• 

NIL 

‘ NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

(Ex  outworkers 

Premises.)  «,  * • • e » . 

\ 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

"X” 0 T oo®®*  • • © © ® • 

261 

77 

4 

NIL 

V 
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Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found 

Factories 


Number  of 
which  defect 

Found  Reme- 
died 

cases  in 
s were  found 
Referred 
to  H.M,  by  H.M. 
Insp.  Insp. 

Number  of  cases 
in  which  prosecu- 
tions were  instit- 
uted. 

Want  of  Clean- 
liness ® a 9 8 . , , * e 1 

1 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

Overcrowding, . .NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

Unreasonable 
temperature, , , .NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

Inadequate 
ventilation0 , . ,NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

Ineffective 
drainage  of 
floors, ••••••• .NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

Sanitary 

Convenxenc  e s 

(a)  Insuffi- 

cient , , , , o NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

(b)  Unsuitable 

or  defec- 

t 1 V e * „ O o , e 2 

2 

k 

NIL 

NIL 

( c ) Not  sep- 

arate for 
sexes  Ooo»o NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

Other  offences 
against  the 

Act  (not  incl- 
uding offences 
relating  to 
outwork) e • • • • » • 1 

1 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

TOTALS k 

k 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

6k 


OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT, 1963 


'”->7  0 

1 £1 X 


Act  enabled  regulations  to  be  made  for  securing 


'die  Health,  safety  and  welfare  of  people,  estimated  to 
rarer  eight  million,  who  are  employed  in  one  million  shops,, 
cf’fi.ces  and  railway  premises,  throughout  Great  Britain « 

Provision  is  made  for  the  registration  of  premises 

and.  masters  relating  to  cleanliness,  overcrowding,  tem- 
perature. lighting.-,  sanitary  conveniences,  washing  facilities. 


uu. 
1 C) 


inking  water ? accommodation  for  clothing,  facilities 


i.  1 1 


..tig  anu 


eating 


wi  th 


o o r*  ■=' 


stair, 


ft*: 

O 'CJ 


Safety  requirements  in  connection 
ps,  passage  and  gangways;  fencing 


of  dangerous  machinery,  stringent  fire  precautions  and 

n o t i f‘ i c si t i o n of  acciden t s * 


Chief  Public  Health  Inspector’s 

Annual  Report  to  the  Secretary  of  State  for  Employment 


Registrar ions  and  Inspections 


In 

1 A recaii 


the 


ijUI’c;  xJL  A &• 


a c t i 


Al 


year  ending  31st  December,  1972,  3 offices, 

shops  ? 1 wholesale  shop  and  2 catering  establish- 

were  newly  registered,  almost  all  were  the  result  of 
taken  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  on  inspection,. 


register , 


rri)  £>,  tj  ■ 
Jl  Jl  <Dt  / . 


/*>.  *rr*' 
th  Jl. 


In  addition,  15  premises  were  deleted  from  the 
.ng  been  found  on  inspection  to  either  no  longer  exist, 

;ir Constances  having  changed  to  effect  registration  being 


n o i o n a e r r e qu  i r e d 


3?2  premises  were  registered  by  the  end  of  1972*  124 

premises  received  a general  inspection  during  1972  which, 
together  with  the  1,270  inspections  made  since  the  commence- 
ment of  the  Act*  brings  the  total  to  1,394  inspections. 


Every  effort  is  made  to  ensure  that  as  many  of  the  registered 


V 


premis e s 


as  pos  si  ole 

JL 


.■•Hi 


CL -I 


e inspected  every  year  in  addition  to 


t.  ho  s i 


newly 


g 1st ere d 


Th  e 


Tt  r . 

M J-  • 


.mis  e s 


total  number  of  visits  by  Inspectors  to  registered 
since  the  commencement  of  the  Act  is  now  2,759* 


r 

So 


ontraventions  found  on  inspection  during  the  year 


w e r e 


S*  ■>!  1 

O!  .J-  .-a- 


gi  a minor  nature,  and  informal  action  in  remedying 


c h e m w a s s u c cess I u ± * 
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- TABLE  A - 

REGISTRATION  AND  GENERAL  INSPECTIONS 


Number  of 
Premise  s 
registered 
during  the 
year 

Total 
number 
of  regis- 
tered prem- 
ises at  end 
of  year 

Number  of 
registered 
premise  s 
receiving  in- 
spe  c t ion 
during  the  year 

Offices 

3 

105 

46 

Retail  Shops 

1^ 

217 

71 

Wholesale  Shops 
& Warehouses 

1 

11 

4 

Catering  es- 
tablishment s 
open  to  the 
public  and 
canteens 

2 

37 

3 

Fuel  storage 
Depots 

NIL 

2 

NIL 

Totals 

20 

372 

124 

- TABLE  B - 

Total  number  of  visits  of  all  kinds  by  Inspectors  to 
registered  premiseso  180 
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- TABLE  C - 

Analysis  of  Persons  employed  in  registered 

premises  by  workplace 


Class  of  Workplace 


Number  of 
Persons  Employed 


Office s • c • . . 


$00009990  ft'OOOQQ&OOOtte&S' 


Retail  Shops  « e o * 


©ooo  o&ooe  9900000000 


Wholesale  Departments , Warehouses * - 

Catering  Establishments  open  to 
the  Public  0 « • 


Canteens  * . 

Fuel  Storage  Depots*, « 


©990®09000©0909©0®0®©0®00 


94? 

730 

8o 

l4i 

70 

10 


TOTAL. . 


1,978 


Total  Males .......  838  Total  Females  ....  1 9 l40 


TABLE  D - 
Exemptions 


E x e mp  tion  Numb  e r 


Part  1 
Part  2 
Part  3 
Part  k 


Space  ( bee  e J (2)  a o © e *«».♦««'  INI  I L 
Temperature  ( Sec * 6 ) * * * • « © * » * NIL 
Sanitary  Convenien  ces ( Sec  e 9 ) NIL 
Washing  Conveniences ( Sec , 10 ) NIL 


- TABLE  E 
Pro  secut ions 


No 


of  Prosecutions 


© 


NIL 


TABLE  F 


Analysis  of  Contravent i ons 


Section 


Number  of  Contraventions  found:- 


k 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

Ik 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

23 

2k 

25 


c o * » » * « * 


© -s  * « * 


-»  O 3 t J 3*4999 


6>9  ®«>©99  9C*99t;  o C 0»  • flk  ft  « * C f>  9 f ft 


<*90  aO09C<&*®9  ff-S******* 


< 4 ® 0 '# 


Cleanliness , . 

Overcrowding,  „ . 

Temperature  . 

V entilat ion  * 

Lighting  * * 

Sanitary  Conveniences,, , 

Washing  Facilities*, 

Supply  of  Drinking  Water. 

Clothing  Accommodation* 

S i 1 1 ing  Facilities*.  . „ . , . , , * . . 

Seats  (Sedentary  Workers).*. 

Eating  Facilities,  . . . 

Floors,  passages  and  stairs..... 

Fencing  exposed  parts  of  machinery*.. 

Protection  of  young  persons  working 
at  dangerous  machinery.  »».••••••<•  e . • • 

Training  of  young  persons  working 
at  dangerous  machinery, 


0 <»©•*•»  ® 0 9 ©<£©4*0*  9 


00 


0 9 «•  * « 


« e 0 © # b f* 


* © 0 «*  4 © 


«*  « <e>  m <9  © » « 9 


* * a 


Prohibition  of  heavy  work. „ * 


n c « 9-  © C T 4 9 


First  Aid 


0 © * » 9 9*»49*©4 


General  Provisions  and  other 

matters  , . * . 


**©©«©®9©«5 


3 

NIL 

13 

1 

2 

1 

k 

NIL 

3 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

k 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

10 

19 


H JL  « « 4 


6o 
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- TABLE  G - 
Reported  Accidents 


Workplace 


Number 
Reported 
Fatal  Non 

Fatal 


Total 

No. 

Inves- 

tigated 


Action  Recommended 
Prose-  Formal  Informal 
cution  Warning  Advice 


Offices *«»•»••• 

— 

6 

R e t a i.  I S h.  ops  » » « 

— 

1 

Wh  o 1 e s a 1 e Shops 
Warehouses*.  * » • * 

1 

Catering  Estab- 
1 i.  s bin  e it t s ope  n 
to  public  and 

c anteens «««».>»• 

— 

1 

Fuel  storage 

int  __  ju 

J-L^  '©  ©-*  1-  r**  V T if  i 

JL 

6 6 

1 1 

1 1 

1 1 


TABLE  H 


Analysis  of  Reported  Accidents 


Offices  Retail 
Shops 


Whole  sale 
Warehouses 


& 


Catering  Fuel. 
Establish  Storage 
ments  open  Depots 
to  public  * 
canteens 


Machinery* * * 

# * *>  <ft  •* 

•at 

- 

— 

Transport  * * . 

sesb 

nmn 

mm 

Falls  of  Per 

’s  o n s *> 

t 

- 

- 

Oft 

/"'tf  Jl  c 

O X-  © P '0  "R  T&  <2j  O ]T 

or 

striking  against 

g b j e c t O'  r p e 

r son. 

e 

1 

- 

1 

H an  d 1 i n g G o o 

d 5s  » « . 

2 

1 

— 

- 

S t r uck  by  f a 

lling 

object 

c # a > ? 

* 

— 

— 

— 

*»*■ 

Fires  & Ex pi 

os ions 

cre 

— 

— 

w 

E 1 e c trie  i.  t y * 

« o * » tr 

♦ 

— 

aa 

— 

wr 

Use  of  hand,  'tools 
no t o t h. e r w isa 
specified*  3 


The  accidents,  upon  invest igation  were  found  to  be 

character  * 


of  a minor 


Offices  and  Shops 


Provision  of  good  working  conditions  in  offices,  shops,  cafes  and  canteens  and 
wholesale  premises. 
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SANITATION 


In  the  Wycombe  Rural  District^  thanks  to  the  Council 's 
vigorous  implementation  of  main  drainage  schemes  in  the  more 
populated  areas  of  the  district  ? there  has  been  a steady 
decrease  in  the  number  of  cesspools  and  septic  tanks  and 
the  associated  public  health  problems  that  invariably  arise 
after  a number  of  years’  use. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  estimated  gallonage 
removed  from  cesspools  and  septic  tanks  has  again  fallen 
from  12¥529*ooo  in  1971  to  11^121^000  gallons  in  1972. 

However „ some  of  the  small  villages  and  isolated  groups 
of  houses  are  unlikely  to  be  sewered,  due  to  high  capital 
costs,  and  I can  see  no  end  at  present,  to  the  problems  that 
arise  from  time  to  time  due  to  defective  septic  tanks,  soak- 
aways  and  cesspools , 

The  provision  of  main  drainage  to  the  Lacey  Green 
and  Loosley  Row  areas  has  now  been  completed. 

In  cases  where  owners  have  not  connected  their  properties 
to  the  sewers  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  have  been 
engaged  in  checking  the  drainage  systems,  and  where  found  to 
be  defective  or  insufficient,  appropriate  action  has  been 
taken  to  ensure  the  connection  of  the  soil  drains  to  the 


b 


sewers 
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PEST  INFESTATION  CONTROL 

The  total  world  loss  of  stored  cereals  and  rice  for 
which  rats  in  the  main  are  responsible,,  has  been  estimated 
to  be  33  million  tons  per  year.  At  the  same  time  more  than 
20%  of  the  crops  planted  by  man  every  year  is  eaten  or 
spoiled  by  rodents  and  insects  before  harvest.  Rats  are 
also  associated  with  the  spread  of  disease,  and  it  can 
readily  be  assumed  that  a pair  of  rats  will  produce  a 
progeny  of  one  hundred  and  thirty  per  year  allowing  for 
mortality  from  various  causes. 

Warfarin  poison  is  one  of  the  main  chemicals  used 
throughout  the  world  as  a rodent icide  and  was  first 
introduced  into  Britain  some  20  years  ago.  During  the 
last  few  years  rats  and  mice  have  developed  resistance  to 
warfarin  poison  in  many  areas.  Counter  measures  to  combat 
the  spread  of  resistant  rats  and  mice  include  the  return 
to  the  use  of  the  acute  poison,  zinc  phosphide.,  and  the 
use  of  other  poisons  such  as  alpha-chloralo se  benzine 
hexachloride . the  coumarin  compounds  and  f 1 uorace tamide  in 
sewer  treatments. 


Pest  control  is  a most  important  subject  and  this 
is  reflected  in  the  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act^ 

1 9 4 9 ^ which  clearly  defines  the  duties  of  owners  and 
occupiers  of  premises.  Local  Authorities  also  have  a 
duty  to  take  such  steps  as  may  be  necessary  to  secure 
as  far  as  is  practical  that  their  district  is  kept  free 
from  rats  and  mice,  and  in  particular- 


(a)  from  time  to  time  carry  out  such  inspections 
as  may  be  necessary. 

(b)  to  destroy  rats  and  mice  on  any  land  of 
which  they  are  occupiers. 


(c)  to  enforce  the  duties  laid  upon  owners  and 
occupiers  under  the  provisions  of  Part  1 of 
the  Act  j and  to  carry  out  operations  authorised 
by  those  provisions. 
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(d)  keep  such  records  and  make  such  reports  relating 
to  their  functions  under  the  Act  as  may  be 
required  by  the  Minister  of  Agriculture , 

Fisheries  and  Food, 

Rodent  Control  is  a community  responsibility  and  in 
this  connection  occupiers  of  premises  can  play  an  important 
part  by  reporting  immediately  any  infestation  which  occurs 
in  order  that  action  may  be  promptly  taken. 

Pest  Control  Services 

The  Council ' s Pest  Control  service  is  provided  free 
to  domestic  premises  but  a charge  is  made  for  work  done 
on  all  business  premises  and  farms.  The  total  income  from 
this  Rodent  Control  Service  amounted  to  £1*523  for  the 
financial  year,  most  of  which  is  obtained  through  the 
operation  of  the  Department’s  annual  contract  scheme,  in 
conjunction  with  the  owners  or  occupiers  of  farms,  and 
business  premises*  For  the  payment  of  an  agreed  contract 
price , the  Department  undertakes  the  treatment  of  the 
premises  for  a period  of  12  months. 

Also,  as  a result  of  our  surveys,,  and  from  notification 
by  occupiers  of  infested  premises 7 extermination  of  rodents 
has  been  carried  out  at  dwelling  houses,  factory  premises, 
food  premises,,  refuse  tips  etc.  Details  relating  to  the 
work  are  submitted  in  the  table  on  the  following  page. 

Other  Pests 

Complaints  of  pests  other  than  rodents  were  received 
and  treatments  given  resulted  in  the  destruction  of  289 
wasp  nests  and  several  minor  infestations  of  fleas  and 
bugs.  Harassed  residents  were  very  appreciative  of  the 


service  given. 
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PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT « 19^9 


Type  of  Property 


PROPERTIES  OTHER  THAN  SEWERS 


Non  Agri- 
cultural 


Agr icul ~ 
tural 


1»  Number  of  Properties  in 
d 1 s t r i c t » i i 

22,783 

563 

2,  (a) 

Total  number  of  proper- 
ties (including  nearby 
premises)  inspected 
following  notification. 

664 

43 

(b) 

Number  infested  by 

( i ) Rats  , , 

428 

147 

( i l ) Mi ce, 

135 

122 

3 « ( a ) 

Total  number  of  proper- 
ties inspected  for 
rats  and/or  mice  for 
reasons  other  than  not- 
l f l c a t i o n ,*»«*«»•«••«** 

l . 805 

227 

(b) 

Number  infested  by 

( i ) Rat  s , » 

106 

149 

( ii ) Mice 

50 

126 

SEWERS 

k*  No*  of  sewers  infested  by 

rats  during  the  year*  NIL 
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CARAVAN  SITES 


Caravan  Sites  8c  Control  of  Development  Act  ; i960 

This  Act  was  designed  to  strengthen  the  powers  of 
local  authorities  and  planning  authorities  to  control  the 
siting  of  caravans*  and  to  ensure  that  caravan  sites  are 
properly  equipped  and  run. 

When  planning  permissions  are  given  site  li 
under  the  above  Act  have  to  be  issued  by  the  Publ 
Department  and  public  health  conditions  prescribe 
licence  in  order  to  regulate  the  sites  and  secure 
conditions*  During  the  year  1972  169  inspections 
inspections  were  made  to  caravan  sites  by  the  Dis 
Inspectors  « 

Most  of  the  people  living  in  caravans  would  prefer 
to  be  in  houses,  but  nevertheless  caravans  provide  a first 
step  on  the  ladder  to  a satisfactory  home  and  it  is  estimated 
that  there  are  over  100,000  caravans  used  as  permanent 
residential  homes  throughout  the  country* 

The  modern  residential  caravan*  once  sited  on  the 
caravan  park  usually  becomes  a properly  sited  fixture,  con- 
nected to  soil  drainage  j water  and  electricity* 

On  the  nine  larger  private  caravan  sites  throughout 
the  Wycombe  Rural  District  each  caravan  park  has  individual 
connections  readily  available  for  the  fitting  of  internal 
water closet s , water  supply  and  electricity,  and  a great 
many  have  hot  water  systems,  heated  by  solid  fuel  stoves, 
bathrooms  and  modern  kitchen  sink  units  and  worktops. 


cences 
ic  Health 
d under 
sat  is  factory 
and  re- 
tr  ict 


76 


Private  Caravans  and  Caravan  Parks 


Privately  owned  sites 

Residential 

Holiday 

34 

101 

1 

15 

1 

297 

301 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

3 

NIL 

3 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

1 

NIL 

1 

NIL 

Number  of  licences  issued  during  1972 

Number  of  site  licences  operating  as 
at  31st  December,  1972 

(a)  individual 

(b)  Multiple  (more  than 
Total  number  of  caravans,. 


Number  of  prosecutions  - Section  1 
(i«e,  unauthorised  sites) 


» % y c e « •»  © * a * 


Number  of  appeals  to  courts  against 
site  licence  conditions 


In  respect  of  separate  licence  con 
ditions  the  number  of : - 


Number  of  contraventions  - Section  9 
( i » e * breaches  of  licence  conditions) 


Number 


(a)  Variations , c « » 

(b)  Cancellations, 


*3®'  * **•«<**<& 


(a)  remedied  informally, » , 

(b)  prosecutions 

(c)  convictions 


*'  % tf  c*  ft  « c S'  v » <* 


9 0 «•  8>  * ft 


Number  of  sites  made  subject  to 
Section  20  during  the  year  ended 
31st  December,,  1972 
(termination  of  use  of  existing 
Site)  ♦ t , ® *«**  » e « e » * » » « « t,  < 

Number  of  sites  made  subject  to 
conditions  for  reducing  caravans 
during  the  year  ended  31st  December, 


Caravan  Parks 


Caravans  individually  connected  to  sewer,  water  supply  and  electricity,  all  fitted 
with  water  closets. 
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HOME  SAFETY 


Statistics  of  accidental  deaths  in  Grtsat  Britain 
are  published  annually  and  for  many  years  these  statistics 
have  shown  that  home  accident  fatalities  exceed  those  or. 
the  roads  and  at  work.  Statistics  cannot  however  measure 
the  physical . mental  and  emotional  damage  which  inevitably 
follows  in  the  wake  of  home  accidents. 

Quite  apart  from  these  factors,  medical  authorities 
have  expressed  concern  with  the  strain  which  the  volume 
of  home  accidents  places  on  hospitals,  general  practitioners 
and  public  services. 

The  Council  is  a member  of  the  home  safety  division 
of  RoSPA,  and  the  Health  Committee  have  delegated  powers 
to  deal  with  matters  of  home  safety.,  Your  representative. 
Miss  J.  H.  C,  Coupe.t  the  Chairman  of  the  Council,  has 
regularly  attended  meetings  of  the  RoSPA  National  Home 
Safety  Committee  and  of  the  South  Eastern  Area  Group  (7) 
of  the  Home  Safety  Committees  and  has  duly  reported  on  the 
many  facets  of  home  safety  discussed  at  these  meetings. 

Home  accidents  fall  into  the  following  main  categories 
falling  poisoning,  suffocation  and  choking  and  burns  and 
scalds,  It  has  been  found  that  national  campaigns  on 
specified  themes  is  the  best  method  of  drawing  attention 
to  borne  accidents  although  some  very  good  ''Home  Safely’ 
booklets  arc  now  being  used  as  the  basis  for  lessons  in 
home  safety  at  schools  in  the  district. 

Your  Committee  has  supported  various  campaigns,  e.g, 
"Medicines  with  Care"  , fire  prevention  and  water  safety, 
by  means  of  local  press  publicity,  co-operating  with 
neighbouring  authorities,  distributing  home  safety  material 
(posters  leaflets),  and  by  enlisting  the  help  of  local 
organisations . 

It  is  generally  recognised  in  Great  Britain  that 
Horne  Safety  is  a difficult  subject  to  put  across  to  the 
general  public..  Much,  however  has  been  achieved  in 
recent  years  by  the  home  accident  prevention  movement 
The  introduction  of  the  Home  Safety  Act  of  1961  has  opened 
up  vast  new  areas  for  home  accident  prevention  work. 
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The  number  of  Home  Accident  deaths  in  England  and  Wales 
Continues  to  fall i but  from  the  last  available  figures, 
approximately  6,500  people  die  every  year,  as  a result  of 
accidents  in  and  around  the  home. 

Approximately  sixty  per  cent  of  the  home  fatalities 
result  from  falls.  Poisoning  is  the  second  major  cause, 

r 

accounting  for  13  per  cent  of  the  total.  About  12  per  cent 
of  fhe  deaths  were  due  to  burns  and  scalds,  whilst  accidental 
suffocation  and  choking  resulted  in  a further  10  per  cent. 

Poisoning  has  been  found  to  account  for  8 per  cent  of 
fatal  domestic  accidents  in  the  U.S.A. , l6  per  cent  in  Japan, 
over  22  per  cent  in  England  and  Wales  and  over  30  per  cent 
in  Scotland.'  Harmful  substances  ranged  from  medicines  and 
drugs  to  laundering  and  cleaning  products,  pesticides, 
herbicides  and  paints  and  solvents. 

Unwanted  Drugs 

With  regard  to  poisoning,  results  of  a recent  survey 
indicated  that  93  per  cent  of  homes  are  without  a lockable 
medicine  cabinet. 

For  parents  with  young  children  a lockable  medicine 
cabinet  is  a must. 

A further  report  indicates  that  there  were  about  one  and 
a quarter  billion  tablets,  at  a basic  cost  of  £6,500,000 
just  lying  unused  and  no  longer  required  in  Great  Britain  - 
and  these  are  available  for  children  to  take  in  accidental 
poisoning  cases  and  encourage  adults  to  attempt  suicides. 

1 During  our  first  "Medicines  with  Care"  campaign  this 
was  borne  out  by  the  numbers  of  unwanted  tablets  etc.  returned 
to  the  chemists  shops  throughout  the  district  for  disposal 
by  the  Public  Health  Department,  during  the  campaign. 

A second  campaign  is  to  be  held  in  conjunction  with  the 
Borough  of  High  Wycombe  and  Amersham  Rural  District  Council 
towards  the  end  of  November.  1973* 


Home  Safety 
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Most  accidents  with  medicines  occur  in  the  home.  Old  people  and  infants  are 
usually  the  victims. 
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RAG  FLOCK  AND  OTHER  FILLING 
MATERIALS  ACT,  1951 


The  Rag  Flock  and  Other  Filling  Materials  Act,  195 
forbids  the  use  of  filling  materials  to  which  the  Act  applies 
for  such  purposes  as  upholstery  and  the  stuffing  of  bedding 
toys  and  baby  carriages  except  on  premises  registered  by 
a Local  Authority.  There  are  l8  premises  registered  under 
the  Act  throughout  the  District,  and  one  licenced  to  store 
rag  flock  and  other  filling  materials. 

Standards  of  cleanliness  of  filling  materials  are 
given  by  regulations  and  penalties  are  prescribed  for  using 
unclean  materials. 

During  the  year,  four  samples  of  filling  materials 
were  collected  and  submitted  to  the  prescribed  analyst  for 
examination  of  cleanliness.  All  samples  were  found  to 
conform  to  the  prescribed  standard. 

Inspections  of  ten  registered  premises 
during  the  year. 


were 


made 


'■  ' 

- 81  - 


MISCELLANEOUS 

Agriculture  , (Safety,  Health  8c  Welfare  Provisions)  Act,  19  5 6 


Certain  provisions  of  this  Act  require  local  authorities 
to  determine  the  sufficiency  of  sanitary  conveniences  for  the 
use  of  workers  on  agricultural  units,  and  by  notice  secure 
additional  sanitary  accommodation  where  there  is  inadequate 
provision « 


Hairdressers 


The  Council  have  adopted  Section  72  of  the  Buckinghamshire 
County  Council  Act,  1957?  which  provides  for  the  registration 
of  hairdressers  and  barbers*  Section  77  of  the  Public  Health 
Act,  196l«  makes  similar  provision  for  registration. 


The  Council  have  made  byelaws  under  the  aforementioned 
Act  for  the  purpose  of  securing  cleanliness  of  the  premises,: 
instruments,  towels,  materials  and  equipment  together  with 
the  cleanliness  of  persons  employed  on  the  premises  in 
regard  to  both  themselves  and  their  clothing. 


At  the  end  of 
for  the  carrying  on 
visits  were  paid  to 
compliance  with  the 
were  generally  satis 


the  year  there  were  ^fcO  premises,  registered 
of  the  business  of  hairdressing  and  18 
these  premises  with  a view  to  securing 
Council's  Byelaws 0 Premises  and  methods 
factory a 


Scrap  Metal  Dealers  Act,  1964 

There  are  9 premises  within  the  rural  district  where 
the  business  of  dealing  in  scrap  metals  is  transacted  and 
the  premises  are  registered  in  accordance  with  Section  1 
of  the  Scrap  Metal  Dealers  Act,  1967!,  Dealers  are  required 
to  keep  records  in  relation  to  the  articles  they  purchase 


o 
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Animal  Boarding  Establishments  Act , 1963 

This  Act  came  into  operation  on  the  1st  January*,  196A, 
and  prohibits  the  keeping  of  a boarding  establishment  for 
animals  (dogs  and  cats) ^ except  under  the  authority  of  a 
licence  granted  by  the  local  authority,, 

In  determining  whether  to  grant  a licence  for  the 
keeping  of  a boarding  establishment  a local  authority 
shall  have  regard  to  the  need  for  securing  satisfactory 
accommodation  for  the  animals  as  respects  construction, 
size  of  quarters,  exercising  facilities,  temperature, 
lighting,  ventilation  and  cleanliness;  adequate  provision 
for  food,  drink  and  bedding  material;  precautions  to 
prevent  spread  of  infectious  diseases  and  the  protection 
of  animals  in  case  of  fire* 

All  animal  boarding  establishments  in  this  district 
have  again  been  inspected  and  provisions  of  the  Act 
made  known  to  t hem. 

There  are  12  Animal  Boarding  Establishments  registered 
and  13  inspections  have  been  made  during  the  year* 

Pet  Animals  Act,  1951 

This  Act  regulates  the  sale  of  pet  animals  and  makes 
provision  for  the  licensing  of  pet  animal  shops  and 
imposing  conditions  for  the  animals  to  be  accommodated 
and  cared  for  in  a satisfactory  manner, 

Two  shops  were  licensed  and  inspected  during  the  year 
under  review. 

Heating  Appliances  (Fireguards)  Regulations-  1953 

This  Act  makes  it  an  offence  to  sell  or  expose  for 
sale  any  heating  appliance  not  fitted  with  a suitable 
guard • 


No  contravent ion  of  the  Act  have  been  observed* 
Licensing  of  Game  Dealers 

The  Council  granted  5 licences  authorising  dealers 
to  buy  and  sell  game*  All  premises  are  inspected  under 
the  provisions  of  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations* 
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Infectious  Diseases 


291  visits  have 
of  notifiable  disease 
to  the  history  of  the 
and  contacts  checked, 
connection  with  food 


been  made  in  connection  with  cases 
sa  Relevant  information  with  regard 
cases  was  obtained  and  recorded 
Similarly,  l8  visits  were  made  in 
poisoning  investigations. 


School  Swimming  Pools 

In  the  interests  of  "Water  Safety" , swimming 
instruction  should  be  an  essential  part  of  school  timetables, 
and  in  recent  years  many  schools  have  installed  small 
"learner"  swimming  pools  and  this  trend  is  still  increasing. 
Keeping  the  pool  water  safe,  is  of  course  a most  important 
duty  of  the  Department,  Water  will  become  discoloured  and 
polluted,,  due  to  residues  of  bacteria,  algae  growth, 
airborne  dirt  and  organic  pollution  introduced  by  swimmers. 

To  keep  pool  water  healthy  and  clean  a filtration  unit 
is  necessary  and  this  combined  with  the  correct  chemical 
treatment  to  provide  a free  chlorine  residual  which  is 
rapidly  bactericidal,  will  render  the  pool  safe  to  use, 
in  all  normal  circumstances. 

Sample  and  testing  the  quality  of  water  from 
school  swimming  pools  is  carried  out  by  the  Public  Health 
Inspectorate  in  order  to  ensure  that  the  treatment  units 
are  being  efficiently  operated  and  are  providing  effective 
water  purification. 


19  schools  in  the  district  are  now  provided  with 
swimming  pools.  Samples  of  water  taken  from  the  pools 
are  also  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination  and 
nearly  all  have  been  reported  as  conforming  to  a satis- 
factory standard*  samples  were  taken  during  the  year, 

only  6 of  which  required  further  action. 

The  District  Public  Health  Inspectors  test  the 
water  for  free  residual  chlorine  and  the  pH  value  (acidity 
or  alkalinity)  of  the  water,  using  a colorimetric 

comparator , 

Where  results  are  not  up  to  standard,  a check  is 
made  of  the  filtration  equipment  and  method  of  chlorination 
until  subsequent  samples  prove  satisfactory. 
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CONCLUSION 


European  Conservation  Year.  1970,  followed  in  July,  1972 
by  the  United  Nations  Conference  on  the  Human  Environment, 
held  in  Stockholm^  focused  worldwide  attention  on  the  envir- 
onmental hazards  that  threaten  our  everyday  existence. 


Vigorous  action  is  called 
the  environmental  deterioration 
result  in  serious  and  sometimes 
on  this  earth® 


for  at  all  levels  to  stop 
which,  if  unchecked,  could 

t!  A 

irreversible  damage  to  life 


